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WE DEDICATE THIS BOOK 
LO 


the countless members and friends of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Anderson, 
both clergy and laymen, who have made 
possible this one hundred years of Christian 
service. In such a vast undertaking, which 
spans a century, there are many tasks to be 
done. Some are major and some are minor, 
but each has its relative place in the total. 
The evidence reveals that everyone who has 
accepted responsibility in this church dur- 
ing the past century has sincerely and mag- 
nificently carried it to completion. We can- 
not name many, but we can humbly recog- 
nize all contributions and honor each one’s 
service. To all these we are grateful. There- 
fore, remembering their labor of love dur- 
ing the first century of our church’s history, 
let us, in like spirit, carry on this splendid 
tradition that our church may continue to 
contribute to the Christian fellowship of 
those who follow us. 
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ABOUT THIS BOOK 


This book was not written—it was built. 


The builders, in association with each other, were: Mr. Robert 
Beck, chairman; Mrs. Earl Bassett, Mr. B. H. Taylor, Miss 
Margaret Vandevender, Mr. Mark Matthew, Mrs. J. L. Koubek, 
Mr. Earl Bassett, Mrs. Fletcher Misner, Mrs. Robert Beck. No 
one of the builders should be either credited or condemned for 
the book’s adequacy or inadequacy. 


The builders had at their disposal the church records, and they 
had the hearty co-operation of many, members of our church. 
Special and very valuable aid was given the builders by Miss 
Bess Goodykoontz, Miss Anna Surbaugh, Mrs. Minot Cleveland, 
Mrs. Julia Atherton, Mr. and Mrs. M. I. Masters, Mrs. Ivan 
Olmstead, Miss Bess Tyndall, Mrs. Ella Meckel, Mrs. John 
Hughel, Mrs. W. R. Seipel, Dr. and Mrs. B. F. Brundage, Dr. and 
Mrs. Frank K. Baker, Mrs. Herman Hughel, Mr. Frank S. Baker, 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Smith, and Mrs. 
W. H. Stanton. 

It may be interesting to the reader to know how this book 
was built. The first meeting of the Centennial Historical Com- 
mittee (the builders) was held on December 15, 1950. The entire 
meeting was devoted to matters of policy in connection with the 
assignment. After lengthy discussion, the following was resolved: 


First, of all the plans suggested, the most logical and coherent 
was that of building the book in chronological sequence. That is, 
to relate the history as it developed and let it include all the 
activities of the church as the story progressed. This approach 
would, of course, eliminate the usual pattern of chapters special- 
izing on this and that organization of church activity. 


Second, the contents of the book should not be too heavily 
saturated with statistics. 
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ABOUT THIS BOOK 


Third, the illustrations in the book should be liberal in quan- 
tity, but meaningful. . 

Fourth, every effort should be made to give all persons inter- 
ested an opportunity to submit historic data and human interest 
stories. To this end a “Help Wanted” notice should be placed in 
the church bulletin. At least one open forum should be held to 
which the older members of the church would be invited to 
reminisce for the benefit of the committee. | 

Following this initial meeting of the committee, subcommittees 
were organized, each to do research regarding a twenty-five year 
span of the church’s history. Appropriate church records were 
turned over to each of these four subcommittees for perusal and 
for the cataloging of pertinent information, year by year, and in 
outline form. A fifth subcommittee was assigned the task of col- 
lecting appropriate Madison County etree related to the church’s 
history in the community. 

In the course of the committee’s progress it was decided to 
have several appendages to the book, disclosing the following 
data: (1) A history of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
(2) A list of all the ministers of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Anderson, indicating the years of their respective service. 
(3) A list of all church officers made as complete as possible from 
the meager church records. (4) A list of the present members 
of the church. (5) A graph of the growth of the membership of 
our church. 

After all historic data had been compiled the committee pre- 
sented an estimate of the book’s cost to the Finance Committee 
of the church. : 

This done, the Centennial Historical Committee contracted with 
Miss Gertrude Little, a writer, to prepare the book in manuscript 


form. The committee then contracted with the Commercial Ser- 


vice Company to print the book for distribution in September, 
1951. 3 


As each chapter of the book was completed by the writer, it 
was read to the committee and the contents were altered, deleted, 
enlarged, or approved by the committee in formal meeting. 

The construction of this book has been a fascinating challenge 
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to the members of the committee. They have tried to set down 
the history of the First Presbyterian Church in Anderson just 
as they found it. They have tried to be fair in their dealing with 
personalities. There are omissions, undoubtedly, and the com- 
mittee regrets them. 


Here is your book. We hope you like it. 


- Robert Beck 
Olive Bassett 
Mark Matthew 
Bess Misner _ 
Margaret Vandevender 
B. H. Taylor 
Earl Bassett 
Nelda Koubek 
Margaret Beck 
Centennial Historical Committee 
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THE PASTOR AND HIS FAMILY 


The Reverend George S. Taggart has been our enthusiastic 
and zealous minister during the last nine years of our history. 
Since his coming to us our membership has more than doubled, 
and our budget has been tripled. Extensive building improve- 
ments have been made, not only to our church edifice but to the 
Parish House as well. A new manse and, quite lately, a site for - 
a Christian education building have been acquired. 


In addition to the many activities the Reverend Mr. Taggart 
guides in our local parish, he finds time for work in the larger 
areas of our church. Since coming to Anderson he has held the 
following posts: Stated Clerk, Presbytery of Muncie, 1943-1949, 
1950-19 ; Moderator of Muncie Presbytery, 1948; Permanent 
Clerk of Synod of Indiana, 1948-19 i 


The Reverend Mr. Taggart’s influence and enthusiasm are felt 
in the city of Anderson, as well as within the circle of his own 
congregation. He is a highly popular speaker, especially with the 
youth of our community. He is a frequent high school convocation 
speaker and he has been chosen to deliver the high school bacca- 
laureate sermon several times since his coming to Anderson. He 
is the only minister who has ever served on the Board of Directors 
of the Anderson Young Men’s Christian Association. 


The Reverend Mr. Taggart is a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce and a past president of the Rotary Club, of which he 
continues to be a member. He has been very active in the Masonic 
Lodge. In 1943 he was Orator of the Scottish Rite class; at other 
times he served as Grand Prelate of the Grand Commandery of 
Indiana and Grand Chaplain of the Grand Council of Indiana. 

Mrs. Taggart, who was Margaret Ricketts, of Rising Sun, In- 
diana, bc fore her marriage, is a graduate of Hanover College. 
There she became a member of Phi Mu, national sorority. She 
has been a member:of the Board of Directors of the Anderson 
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Young Women’s Christian Association. Her activities in our 
local church have included extensive Sunday-school work, 
Brownie Girl Scout leadership, guidance in the development of 
the Women’s Westminster Association, as well as in various other 
special program activities. 

The Reverend Mr. and Mrs. Taggart have three daughters: 
Elizabeth Mae, born February 4, 1936; Margaret Jo, September 
15, 1937; and Georgana, born in Anderson, October 10, 1947. 

Further details of the Reverend Mr. Taggart’s activities in our 
midst will be found throughout the last nine years of this account 


of the history of the First Presbyterian Church of Anderson, 
Indiana. 
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THE FIRST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 


THEY PLANTED IN 1851 


A young man was graduated in June of this year (1951) from 
Hanover College. He plans to prepare himself further at Louis- 
ville Theological Seminary, for the next three years. Then he 
will go forth from among us as an ambassador of Christ, as a 
teacher of God’s will, as a minister of the gospel. 

John C. Matthew, this young man, will then join the noble 
order of those who break the bread of life to needy humanity 
because one hundred years ago his great-grandfather, with a few 
others, had the vision to found a church in a pioneer town—our 

church, the First Presbyterian Church of Anderson, Indiana. 

For a hundred years unselfish men and women have followed 
in the steps of those first pioneers, serving their families, their 
community, their nation, and the world in a more Christlike 
way because those Christians banded themselves together a 
hundred years ago. They formed a relationship to walk hand in 
hand, shoulder to shoulder, as did those first followers of Christ 
nineteen centuries ago. 

This church, our church, with its many accomplishments illus- 
trates what the Apostle Paul meant when he said of the Corinthian 
Church, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 

. We are fellow workmen for God.” 

SHundoede of people have toiled and sacrificed and prayed ana 
studied together to promote Christ’s kingdom in this community. 
They have sustained public worship for the inspiration of be- 
lievers. They have provided Bible study for the instruction of 
children, youth, and adults in spiritual things. They have co- 
operated with other churches of the community to provide evan- 
gelistic outreach to the unchurched of our community. They have 
joined with the forces of our denomination throughout the world 
to provide missionaries to carry the gospel to needy fields. They 
have ministered to the hungry and the homeless of this neighbor- 
hood, and those of far places, through their benevolences. 
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THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS 


To our faithful predecessors, surely our Lord will say, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.” 


THE “HEATHEN TOWN FOUR MILES AWAY” 


During the early eighteen hundreds, the Delaware Indians 
made their homes in a village on the banks of White River where 
Anderson now is. Fifteen or sixteen families of these Indians 
made up nine or more Delaware villages near by. Chief Kiktha- 
wenund (Anderson), their leader, “was not inclined to Chris- 
tianity,” history tells us. 

The Moravian Church attempted in the years 1801 to 1806 
to establish a mission among these Delawares. But according to 
the diary of these consecrated workers, their attempt failed be- 
cause of the abundance of “fire water’ consumed by the sur- 
rounding tribes and purchased in the village here. These mis- 
sionaries spoke of the village as “Andersontown,” but more often 
as “the heathen town four miles away.” 

The Moravian Mission was further discouraged by the attitude 
of the governor of the newly organized Indiana Territory, Wil- 
liam Henry Harrison, who was eager that the Indians move 
farther west. This the Indians did, in 1821, when they embarked 
in canoes and moved southward and westward in compliance 
with a treaty they had signed three years earlier. The state of 
Indiana had then been formed (1816) from part of the Indiana 
Territory. 

Methodist circuit riders were familiar frontier figures here- 
abouts. This denomination established the first regular religious 
organization in Madison County. The First Methodist Church in 
Anderson was organized in 1827, although groups had been 
meeting together at Pendleton since 1821. The Roman Catholics 
had held mass for some of their faith as early as 1837, but 
St. Mary’s Church was not completed until 1864. In the meantime 
they used a room in the courthouse. Preachers of the Disciples 
Church came to Anderson from southern Indiana and Indianapolis 
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as early as 1841. However, the Central Christian Church was not 
organized until later. | 

Andersontown was incorporated in 1838 with a population of 
150. It had been declared the county seat of Madison County a 
year earlier. In 1839 the town was organized by the county 
commissioners. One of the first trustees of the First Presbyterian 
Church, James Hazlett, while county clerk, appeared with one 
other man before the 1844-45 Legislature to request that the 
name of the town be changed from Andersontown to Anderson. 


THE PRESBYTERIANS COME 


On September 14, 1851, under the leadership of the Reverend 
Edward Scofield, twelve people’ formed the First Presbyterian 
Church of Anderson. An “Old School” Presbyterian church seems 
to have been organized at Pendleton on December 9, 1849. This 
congregation did not prosper and shortly became extinct. 

For several years visiting ministers had been gathering the 
scattered members of our denomination here into homes or school- 
houses for worship. The Presbyterians were at that time the 
third largest religious group in the state. The Indiana Synod had 
been organized in 1826; Muncie Presbytery in 1848. 

The minutes of the first organizational meeting of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Anderson are, fortunately, yet available. 
They follow: 


Anderson, Indiana. 14 September 1851. In accordance with the 
previous notice a Church was organized in this place by the Reverend 
Edward Scofield, denominated the FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF ANDERSON, INDIANA, consisting of the following members: 


James and Rebecca Baker Elizabeth Hazlett 
S.S. and Martha Ann Winslow Elizabeth Myers 
John and Nancy Matthew - Jane O’Neile 
Susan Ryan May Ray 


Levina Brown 
John Matthew and S. S. Winslow were chosen ruling elders of this 
Church and S. S. Winslow was chosen Stated Clerk of Session. 
S. S. Winslow, Clerk. 
The little group held its first Communion service on January 4, 
1852, presumably in the courthouse meeting room. In January 
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THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS 


and March of 1852 the congregation elected trustees. These 
trustees were S. S. Winslow, James Hazlett, John Davis, John 
Matthew, Townsend Ryan, and W. G. Atherton. 

It would be most interesting if we could give the biography 
of each of these who were instrumental in founding our church. 
Sufficient information about all of them, however, is not avail- 
able. Nonetheless, we cannot hurry on without speaking briefly 
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JOHN MATTHEW 


about a few of these founding fathers of whom we have some 
record. For to them we owe a great debt of gratitude. 

According to all tradition and records, John Matthew was the 
moving spirit who pioneered in the establishment of this church. 
History tells us that John Matthew was born in 1815 in Scotland, 
coming to America in 1840. He lived in Bainbridge, Ohio, where 
he married before coming to Anderson in 1850. He had been 
elected an elder in the Bainbridge Presbyterian Church and 
could not live long in his new community without a Presbyterian 
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en It was he who called this small group together and 
urged the establishment of our church. One of his eight children 
was Edward H. Matthew, who served this church as an elder 
until his death in 1943. Edward was the father of Mark N. 
Matthew, a present elder of our church. Mark is the father of 
John C. Matthew, who is the young man referred to in the 
opening sentences of this chapter. 


rae 


ELIZABETH HAZLETT 


James Hazlett, one of the first trustees of our church, and 
later elected an elder, was born in Kentucky. He came to Ander- 
son in 1832, or thereabouts. He was a farmer-merchant and lived 
in a house which stood where the library is now located, at the 
corner of Jackson and Tenth Streets. He served as county clerk 
and mayor, and perhaps he may have held other civic positions. 
He married Elizabeth Jackson. 

Elizabeth Jackson Hazlett was also one of the twelve charter 
members of our church. She and her husband, James, were the 
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parents of Mrs. Eli B. Goodykoontz, who taught in our Sunday 
school for many years and who was very active in the total. 
service of the church. She gave the melodeon which was the first 
musical instrument to be used by our church. Miss Bess Goody- 
koontz, now a member of our church, is her daughter. 

W. G. Atherton, also one of the first trustees, was born in 
Kentucky and came to Anderson from Indianapolis. He operated 


W. C. ATHERTON 


a general store, which was located at the corner of Main and 
Ninth Streets and he was the second merchant in Anderson. He 
built the first brick house in Anderson and was a member of the 
State Legislature in 1840. Mortimer Atherton was his son. His 
grandson, W. W. Atherton, who operated a lumber company and 
mill here, was an elder in our church for many years. The latter’s 
widow, Mrs. Julia Atherton, is a member of our church at the 
present time, likewise his daughter, Mrs. F. J. Misner, and 
several of his grandchildren. 
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THEIR FIRST CHURCH BUILDING 


In the days of the founding of our church here, Anderson was 
gradually acquiring facilities by which to develop. It was in 1851 
that the first train arrived in Anderson, amid the cheers of a 
great crowd gathered along the tracks of the Indianapolis and 
Bellfontaine Railroad. The entire county gathered for a two- 
day holiday to make sure they witnessed the arrival of the train 
from Indianapolis. Many had never before seen a locomotive or 
a train. Anderson then had a population of less than four hundred. 

In 1851 a great fire destroyed almost the entire south side of 
courthouse square. The community received a serious setback 
in this period, when the state decided against completing the 
canal project which was already under construction. 

The little band of Scotch Presbyterians forged ahead despite 
all frontier hardships. The spot where they constructed their 
first frame church building, thirty-six by sixty feet, is now oc- 
cupied by the S. S. Kresge Dollar Store on Meridian Street. 

During the three or four years prior to the completion of 
their house of worship, in 1855, they met in the courthouse. 
Several religious groups, as well as other community organiza- 
tions, seem to have used the courthouse as a meeting place. 

The Reverend Mr. Scofield continued as the minister of the 
newly formed church until the spring of 1861. Then the Reverend 
B. F. Griswold became the leader of the growing congregation. 

Sacrifice on the part of both the minister and the people in 
these early days is evident from the records, although these 
are meager. The minister received a salary of but $498.00 an- 
nually, secured by subscription. It is not known whether he 
ministered to any other churches at-the same time from which 
he would have received remuneration. It is known that Presby- 
terian ministers in Indiana then were recognized for their willing- 
ness to sacrifice. One had an average annual salary of eighty 
dollars over a period of sixteen years. He taught school and did 
other kinds of work to supplement his salary. 

When one church year ended (1860) there was a deficit of 
$13.25 in the local minister’s salary, along with some bills the 
treasurer had had to meet with his own money. Some of the men 
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made up an amount to pay such unpaid accounts when they 
occurred from time to time in those early days, according to the 
family tradition remembered by a present member of our church. 
The sexton was paid $35.00 annually in 1865; two years later, 
$45.00. | : 

Jacob Beachler was the first treasurer, appointed January 3, 
1859. Evidently the clerk had fulfilled the duties of the treasurer 
before this time. | 


SOLOS, DUETTS, TRIOS. SEMI-CHORUSES AND CHO 
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COVER OF A SONGBOOK USED ABOUT 1862 


W. M. Wagoner, Jacob Beachler, M. S. Robinson, and J. G. 
Stilwell became trustees in 1859. George Nichol was elected the 
following year. The first deacons were elected in November, 1859, . 
and were two in number, James D. Collis and O. P. Stone. M. 5. 
Robinson was elected an elder then. 


EARLY PRESBYTERIANS ACTIVE IN CIVIC AFFAIRS 


The town became incorporated for the second and last time 
in 1865, when a town meeting was held in the courthouse. It was 
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. THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS 
in 1865 that it assumed the title and the responsibility of a city. 


George Nichol and E. B. Goodykoontz, prominent Presby- 
terians, were members of the first city council. The Anderson 


to Alexandria turnpike, the first in the county, was begun in 
1858. 


In that same year at Christmas a mob poured the liquor from 
local dispensers’ taps into the streets. Good citizens deplored 
this illegal interference. But many of them, including leading 
Presbyterians, began working to help control the liquor traffic 
here. Many of their names, including Mr. and Mrs. M. S. Robin- 
son, James Hazlett, W. M. Wagoner, Mr. and Mrs. George Nichol, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Goodykoontz, and others, along with that of 
the Reverend W. M. Grimes, appear on the organization roster 
of an Anderson Temperance Alliance only a few years later. 


The Civil War was the topic of discussion on local streets 
and in community gatherings. Two of ihe trustees of the First 
Presbyterian Church, George Nichol and M. S. Robinson, en- 
listed in the Union Army in 1862. Thomas Barnes and Eli B. 
Goodykoontz replaced them as trustees. Indeed, the little con- 
gregation’s second pastor, the Reverend B. F. Griswold, re- 
mained only five months, leaving in October, 1861, to become the 
chaplain of the 34th Regiment of the Union Army. The church 
was without a pastor from October, 1861, to March, 1862, when 
the Reverend John Hanna became the pastor. 


THEY ASSUME TRUE CONGREGATIONAL STATURE 


In spite of the war, the little group of less than forty members 
recognized the need to improve their meeting place for worship 
and study. So in 1861 they tore down the little frame church 
and erected a “modest brick structure” at a cost of $2, 500 on 
the same Meridian Street site. 


The first formal report to the Presbytery was made April 4, 
1865, at Connersville. It follows: 
Communicants 36 
Additions _ 1 
) 24 


THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Dismissals 7 
Deceased 2 
Contributions: 
Home Missions _ $11.50 
Foreign Missions 13.00 
Publications 30.00 
Commission Fund — 4.00 


A year later (May 30, at Greenwood), their report read: 


Communicants 43 
Additions 3 
Dismissals 1 


The financial report for this year was quite different; perhaps 
it refers to monies expended locally rather than denominationally, 
as had that of 1865: 


Collected for education $ 9.00 
Collected for publications 50.00 
Incidental expense ~ 52.00 
Sunday school 50.00 
Salary 231.00 


If the last item refers to the minister’s salary, this would reflect 
the depression of the postwar period. 

‘Some of those dismissals may have a story behind them. Per- 
haps all who are recorded thus did not classify so because they 
moved out of the community. For the records reveal that the 
elders of those days took their duties very seriously. After all, 
the ruling elders do “have power to inquire into the Christian 
conduct of the members of the church; to call before them of- 
fenders and witnesses.” And they exercised their power. | 

A special meeting of the Session was called in March, 1869, 
to consider what action should be taken to discipline a young 
lady of the congregation who had been dancing. The record of . 
their decision is not available. 

However, a lengthy record was preserved of the case of an 
elder, Jacob Beachler, who had his employees slaughter animals 
on the Sabbath. He was an Anderson butcher in 1870, and of 
course had no refrigeration facilities such as we have at the 
present time. In the heat of summer, to have any meat for sale 
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on Monday he must have it prepared on Sunday. Several meet- 
ings were held regarding this matter. The other elders remon- 
strated with Mr. Beachler, but he contended this was a “work of 
necessity.” 


Finally, the Session unanimously held it a violation of the 
Sabbath and by agreement of all parties the case was “referred 
to the Presbytery for action.” The following is the action of the 
Presbytery regarding the case of Mr. Beachler: 


1. The Presbytery can but express the conviction that Mr. Beachler 
has violated the sanctity of God’s holy day in preparing his meat for 
market on that day, that nothing can be regarded as a work of 
necessity over which we have entire control. 

2. That Presbytery expressed its clear conviction that Bro. Beachler 
has permitted himself to be led into a very devious error by taking 
the position he has expressed in the case of reference. 

3. That as an office bearer in the church of Christ he should he an 
example to the people and as such his conduct is wholly unjustifiable 
and deserving of censure. 

4. That having confidence in Brother Beachler’s piety and feeling 
he has been grievously misled in this whole matter, we enjoin upon 
him to desist from his present practice of preparing his meat on the 
Sabbath day for market, and that he submit to the decision of the 
Presbytery and that his Session receive him in the spirit of meekness. 

Signed, 
Wm. Armstrong, Clerk 
Muncie Presbytery 


And Mr. Beachler “submitted.”’ Whether he sold his business 
or not we do not know. He evidently made some other arrange- 
ments. His affiliation with the church was more important to him 
than his temporal business. There is no further mention of Mr. 
Beachler until the minutes of November 29, 1883, and they bring 
a touch of pathos to our story. 

At a regular meeting of the Session held in the audience room of 
the church on the 29th day of November, 1883— Present: Rev. 
Kanouse, Moderator, and Elders Wagoner, Goodykoontz, Beachler, 
Matthew and Hazlett. Session was opened with prayer. On motion it 
was resolved that whereas at a meeting of this Session on the 2nd day 
of September 1870, that in the case of Brother Beachler the Session 
at said meeting omitted to make an entry accepting Brother Beachler 
as recommended by the Presbytery (he having desisted from the 
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matter complained of). Therefore be it resolved that we now as for 
then make an entry accepting Brother Beachler as exempt from said 
charge, and as a worthy member of this Session. 


Attest—James Hazlett, Clerk. 


In 1869 the Madison County Sunday School Union, a local 
branch of an interdenominational organization common through- 
out the United States for many years, was formed with its first 
meeting at Pendleton. The minister, the Reverend A. S. Reid, 
and several others from the First Presbyterian Church, partici- 
pated. W. R. Myers, H. D. Thompson, John Matthew, and Mrs. 
James Hazlett were among the first officers. At that time there 
were only six Sunday schools in Anderson Township, with a 
total of 625 enrolled, and in the entire county the Sunday schools 
averaged ninety in their enrollments. 
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AN EARLY SUNDAY SCHOOL AWARD 


Their pastor during these years, the Reverend A. S. Reid, was 
born in Lynchburg, Virginia. He was graduated from Wabash 
College in 1852 and from Lane Theological Seminary in 1856. 
He was ordained by the St. Joseph Presbytery in 1859. Evidently 
Anderson was among his first pastorates, since he came here in 
1868 and remained until 1870. 
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THEY GO FORWARD 


Another progressive step was taken by the little church in 
1872 because the First Baptist Church of Anderson had been 
organized the year before (1871) and now wanted to purchase 
from the Presbyterians the little brick church on Meridian Street. 
The Baptists would pay $2,000 for it, and this offer to buy for- 
tunately coincided with an offer on the part of James Hazlett to 
present our church with a tract of land on the southeast corner 
of Jackson and Ninth Streets. (The land he offered was situated 
behind his home and the land is now occupied by the lodge hall 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.) The congregation 
could now sell its little church building, have a free lot, and 
accept another challenge to growth. But that would necessitate 
a new debt. The new building would cost $18,000. 

The members of the church rose to the occasion. They built 
a two-story brick building, forty-six by seventy-four feet, which, 
according to historical records, everyone acclaimed a fine build- 
ing. It is still possible to see a section of this building standing 
as a part of the lodge hall at Jackson and Ninth Streets. 

By this time the church had its sixth pastor, the Reverend W. M. 
Grimes, who remained until after the church’s twenty-fifth anni- 
versary, in 1876. The Reverend Mr. Grimes, while minister here, 
was active in the Presbytery. He was Moderator in the fall meet- 
ing of 1875. From 1871 to 1876 he was Stated Clerk. 

The Reverend John S. Craig, minister from 1867 to 1868, and 
about whom we could locate little information, was later Moder- 
ator of Presbytery a number of times: in the springs of 1871, 
1877, 1883, and 1891, and in the fall of 1886. 

The growing congregation had one hundred members in 1876. 
The church budget for that year was $1,650. This year was the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the church and it 
was the year that Anderson’s first city directory, entitled Cen- 
tenial Cencus was penned (by hand) by Eli P. Brown. 

Twenty-five years of hard work and sacrifice had passed, but 
the congregation was nearly ten times its original size. They had 
a growing Sunday school. They were financially well organized 
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for their day. They had a fine building in what was at that time 
a good location. They had a good-sized building debt to spur 
them to work hard. They were fast getting beyond the “growing 
pains” of their organizational years. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Anderson, Indiana, was 
ready to march forward, still pioneering, but now in developing, 
rather than founding, a church. And many of its enthusiastic 
founders were still among the number. 
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A HALF-CENTURY PASSES 


POSTWAR YEARS BRING HARDSHIP 


Probably the most difficult years in the life of a congregation 
come in the latter part of its first half century. Hard labor and 
co-operation are necessary to meet the demands of an expanding 
program of activities. 

The years 1876 to 1901 were difficult years in many ways 
throughout our nation. A business collapse occurred in 1873 
following the postwar inflation years, and a “panic” with several 
years of depression engulfed the economic world. This made 
living most difficult, especially in the farming areas of our country. 
There was constant unrest and confusion in business affairs, 
with another panic in 1893. 

Our church’s records reflect these Rep resabos The church 
budget for 1880 was $2,085.70, and the membership was eighty- 
two. In 1885 the budget was only $784.24, with but six less 
members. 

On March 14, 1886, this entry was made in the church records: 

In view of the pressure in finance and of the additional expense 
necessary to furnish furnaces for the auditorium, we the Session would 
recommend to the Board of Deacons and Trustees that after April Ist, 
1886, we dispense with the services of a janitor, and that the church 


be taken care of gratis by special appointment from month to month. 
There being no other business Session adjourned with prayer. 


The following year the first successful natural gas well was 
drilled at Anderson. The population was 6,000. Three years later 
it was 10,741. The gas brought great prosperity to our community. 
But it was short-lived, for in ten years the gas supply was 
exhausted. 

However, the brief period of expansion helped to bring several 
improvements to the city, including a street railway system. On 
September 6, 1888, the citizens were treated to the unusual 
spectacle of a streetcar, drawn by mules, passing over the first 
street railway route, which ran between the Big Four and the 
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Panhandle railroad stations. Other streets had streetcars later. 
In 1892 the mule power was abandoned for electricity. The first 
electric light plant had been started in 1885, when street lighting 
was electrified, but no such luxury was made available to the 


homes of the people until 1896. ie owes 
ee ix OLOIS? 


NINE PASTORS IN THESE YEARS 


Pastorates of our ministers were of short duration during 
these twenty-five years. The longest, that of the Reverend W. H. 
Ziegler, extended from June 7, 1885, to March 12, 1891, but the 
terms averaged less than three years, because nine pastors served 
the church in these twenty-five years. Two stayed barely a year. 
But at no time was our church without a minister except for 
a few weeks. 

Little is recorded about most of these ministers. However, we 

do have the information that the Reverend W. I. Hall was born 
in Rush County, Indiana, was graduated from Hanover College 
in 1877, and was ordained by the St. Paul Presbytery in 1878. 
He was the minister here from 1879 to 1881. 
The Reverend R. H. McDonald, minister here from 1881 to 
1882, was born at Woodlawn, Pennsylvania, in 1842 (?), was 
graduated from Washington and Jefferson College in 1870 and 
from Western Theological Seminary in 1874. He was ordained 
by the Presbytery of Emporia, Kansas, in 1875. 

Several of our ministers of this period served as Moderator 
of Presbytery. Among these were the Reverend William H. Ziegler, 
fall, 1882; the Reverend C. A. Kanouse, spring, 1888; and the 
Reverend S. N. Wilson, fall, 1893. 

Our church began its second quarter-century of worship and 
service together with approximately a hundred members. The 
membership did not increase much for a number of years, doubt- 
less because few of the ministers remained long enough to reach 
out for new people. Anderson’s population had grown to about 
9,000 by 1876. However, when the Reverend Mr. Ziegler con- 
tinued his ministry here for several years, progress began to be 
made. After 1889 a rapid increase developed, until in little more 
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than ten years the membership reached 403, in 1900. The Reverend 
C. P. Luce, Ph.D., came in the spring of 1899. The two ministers 
preceding him, the Reverend Dr. J. M. Wright and the Reverend 
S. N. Wilson, had had pastorates of three and five years respec- 
tively.. The “Graph of Membership Growth by Years’ in Ap- 
pendix v pictures the above observations. 

The United Brethren Church here was organized in 1889, 
dedicating its first building at Eleventh and Sansberry Streets 
in 1892. The Episcopal Church was founded in 1890, and their 
present stone edifice on Delaware Street was completed in 1910. 
The Congregationalists were organized in 1891, and in 1895 they 
completed the building at Chase and Tenth Streets occupied 
since 1913 by the Friends Church. St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church was organized in 1893. The Missouri Synod Lutheran 
_ Church came into being here some time later and built its Main 
Street Church. 


PRESBYTERIANS ALWAYS VALUE THE SABBATH 


An entry in the records of a meeting of the Session, June 1, 
1890, is interesting not only for its item regarding the church 
organist, but for the concern of the church regarding the com- 
munity’s disregard of the Sabbath. 


Session met after morning services with Moderator W. H. Zeigler 
in the chair and Elders Goodykoontz, Matthew, Wallace, Leib and 
Bomberger present. . 

Mr. E. B. Goodykoontz reported interview with Mrs. Ethel Stacey. 
She would play the organ for $1.50 a Sunday and Miss Lewis would 
play for $1.00 a Sunday. Miss Lewis was appointed and the board of 
Deacons notified thereof. 

Bro. Leib then read a resolution and after some discussion a few 
changes were suggested and adopted as follows—Resolved that we 
the Session of the Presbyterian Church of Anderson enter our solemn 
protest against the practice of opening business houses and the play- 
ing of ball on the Sabbath Day. 

That it is degrading and disgraceful, that it is in open violation of 
the laws of God and of the state and should be discountenanced by all 
who love the right and hate the wrong. 

Session closed with prayer. 


A. F. Bomberger, Clerk. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR SOCIETY 


We know that by 1892 there was an organization of the Young 
People’s Christian Endeavor Society in our church, because the 
Twelfth District Convention was held here on October 7-8, 1892. 
The 1893 report below also declares “our Senior Endeavor Society 
we believe to be one of the best in the Presbytery. ... A Junior 
Endeavor is now but a few weeks old but promises to attain a 
healthy growth and increasing usefulness.” The Senior Endeavor 
sang at the evening church services during 1896. 


THE PRESBYTERY HELPS US TO HAVE BETTER REPORTS 


Notes from the record of the April, 1892, meeting of the Session, 
evidently following the spring meeting of the Presbytery, in- 
clude these instructions: 


Approved by Muncie Presbytery in session at Anderson—with the 
following exceptions—The committee finds the record kept in a very 
careless manner—There is no signature of clerk in many instances. 

And the Christian names of members received and dismissed are 
often omitted. 

The Session has failed to comply with the rules of the Presbytery 
requiring that the records of meetings shall be read and approved 
by Session. 

The narrative and statistical report are not found here as ordered 
by the Presbytery. 

Frank H. Hays, Moderator 


They complied with these directives. A long, detailed “Narrative 
and Statistical Report of the Presbyterian Church of Anderson 
for the year 1892-3 from April to April’’ is preserved in the 
records. It follows: 


In accordance with the direction of Presbytery the following nar- 
rative and report of the work of the year is hereby spread upon the 
record. As a Session we desire to devoutly mention our grateful ac- 
knowledgement to the great Head of the Church for his guidance and 
blessing during the year that has passed. The stated means of grace 
have been maintained without interruption and the gospel message 
has been fearlessly proclaimed by the pastor, giving to saint and sinner 
their portion in due season. There has been a steady increase in the 
attendance upon public worship, markedly at the morning hour. There 
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is still room for much improvement at the evening service. Our com- 
munions have been seasons of great interest and spiritual encourage- 
ment, at each one there has been an average accession of twenty » em- 
bers. Most of these were received by letters it is true, but behind tnem 
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lay much arduous pastoral work 
in their securing. A special ser- 
vice was held during the winter 
at which some eight persons were 
received on profession of their 
faith, but its greatest blessing 
was in the spiritual uplift ex- 
perienced by the church itself. 
The Sunday school of the church 
probably was never in a better 
condition than it is at present. 
The classes are fully manned 
with an earnest corps of teachers 
and promptness and enthusiasm 
mark the sessions of the school. 
The contributions are unusually 
large and while mainly used for 
its own support it does not for- 
get the claims of the church or 
general benevolence. The church 
prayer meeting has been well 
sustained and has been a means 
of spiritual growth and help to 
many. A ladies’ prayer meeting 
has been recently established 
from which blessing to the 
church is expected. The Ladies’ 
Missionary Society has been 
alert in the Master’s cause and 
has achieved a year filled with 
encouraging results. But it 
earnestly desires to enlist more 
in the work and to secure larger 
contributions in the year to 
come. An organization of the 
younger ladies has been recently 
effected for missionary work and 
the attainment of missionary 
knowledge. From this much is 
hoped for the future. Our Senior 


THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Endeavor Society we believe to be one of the best in the Presbytery. 
We look upon it with rejoicing and cherish it with jealous care and 
love. A Junior Endeavor is now but a few weeks old but promises to 
attain a healthy growth and increasing usefulness. 

The church has reason to congratulate itself in the payment during 
the year of a long standing debt to the Board of Church Erection and 
also in the securing of an eligible lot, and the erection of a comfortable 
and commodious parsonage for the use of the pastor and his family. 
But to us as a Session, there is reason for still higher gratitude in the 
fact of the marked increase in the contributions of the church to the 
Boards at large. We attribute this chiefly to the successful initiation 
of a scheme of Benevolence by the sending of a circular letter (pre- 
senting the various Boards of the church) to the attention of every 
member of the congregation, also indicated the other financial interests 
of the church to be in good shape. We hereby append a detailed 
statistical statement of the work of the church for the past year, that 
it may have permanent record and give comprehensive information 
to Presbytery of the work accomplished. 


Pee Report OF SABBATH a Work 


No. of officers and teachers 21 
No. of scholars 194 
No. of officers and teachers and scholars 215 
Is school held all the year? Yes 
Average attendance 150 
Total number of scholars in full membership 61 
Total number of baptized scholars 97 
No. of scholars received during the past year 10 
Is the shorter catechism taught? No 
Do you use the Westminster Lesson Help? Yes 
No. of books in Library None 
To Sabbath School work of Presbytery Board $14.00 
To other boards of the church 17.00 
To Home Missions ‘ 10.00 
To support of School 160.00 
ANNUAL REporT OF THE CHURCH WoRK 
Elders 6 
Deacons . 8 
Added on examination 15 
Added on certificate 67 
Total Communicants 236 
Adults baptized 7 
Infants 3 
Sabbath School nem eRe 215 
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Home Missions $ 230.00 
Foreign Missions 103.00 
Education _ 17.00 
Sabbath School Work ae: 34.00 
Church Erection 23.00 
Relief Fund 22.00 
Freed Men 15.00 
Aid for Colleges | 15.00 
General Assembly 22.60 
Congregational 3,600.00 
American Bible Society 6.00 


The minutes of Session having been thus far read and approved 
the delegate already chosen was instructed to present them for the 
inspection and approval of Presbytery at its coming spring meeting 
at Portland, Ind., to convene on Tuesday evening, April 12, 1893. Con- 
cluded with prayer. 

S. N. Wilson, Moderator 
A. F. Bomberger, Clerk and Secretary 


The first record of the appointment of ushers occurs in this 
same year. They were Messrs. Wild, Fisher, Blake, and McHolme. 

A year earlier, in 1892, a lot was purchased and our first par- 
sonage was erected. | 


THE CHURCH LEARNS BETTER STEWARDSHIP METHODS 


Under the teaching of the Reverend S. N. Wilson in 1893, and 
the years following, the church systematized its benevolences 
and began to have regular annual pledges to the budget of the 
church. The solicitation was made by private individuals. A 
letter regarding the world-wide work of the church was sent to 
each member of the church. From another note in the records 
we learn that the minister did his teaching, not only through 
letters and private visitation, but also from the pulpit. 

The Reverend Mr. Wilson was a native Hoosier, born at 
Crawfordsville four years before the Anderson church was 
founded. He was graduated from Hanover College in 1872 and 
from Lane Seminary in 1875. Family records show one of his 
ancestors to have been a Revolutionary War soldier. He was 
evidently a versatile person, because his family considered him 
a poet (they published a book of his poetry), and yet we see 
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from the report above that he had very practical financial skills. 
In addition, building programs were successfully executed during 
his pastorates at Lawrenceburg and Valparaiso, Indiana. He took 
pride in the fact that his first pastorate was in the Lawrenceburg 
Presbyterian Church, where Henry Ward Beecher began his 
ministry. On November 22, 1896, the Reverend Mr. Wilson was 
called to the Walnut Street Presbyterian Church of Evansville, 
Indiana, and moved there in December. 


MANY ORGANIZATIONS DEVELOP 


The rotary system was adopted for the board of deacons as 
well as for the election of elders in 1894. Since the church now 
had 204 members, this would make possible the sharing of re- 
-sponsibilities by more persons. The annual report of this year 
shows six elders, six deacons, and twenty-seven Sunday-school 
officers and teachers. Notes from the report to Presbytery state 
that it was “marked that the attendance at morning services had 
improved much over the last year.” Further, 

.. . Considering the stringency of the times the Church was able 
to make a most creditable showing . . . is making annual payments 
on the comfortable parsonage. A small Junior Endeavor has been 
sustained with varying success. ... The Y.M.C. Association kz: held 
its sessions continuously in our lecture room and is growing in interest 
and will one day assert its power and right for the Love, Prayers, and 
help of God’s people. 


The last item draws attention to the support and interest which | 
the First Presbyterian Church here has always given. to both 
the Young Men’s Christian Association and the Young Women’s 
Association. Later the Lilly family gave its Twelfth Street resi- 
dence to the Young Women’s Christian Association. 

The “Rays of Light,” an organization of young women and 
girls, is reported. as “a power for good” in 1894. Of the nature 
of their work we find no record. Perhaps this is the same group 
referred to in the 1893 report when it says, “An organization of 
the young ladies has been recently effected for missionary work 
and the attainment of missionary knowledge. From this much is 
hoped for the future.” 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 


On February 10, 1897, the Reverend J. M. Wright, D.D., came 
to the pulpit of our church. He was a Virginian. He had been 
graduated from the National Normal University in 1878, from 
Auburn Theological Seminary in 1882, and had received the de- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity from the same seminary in 1890. While 
he was minister in Anderson he served as Moderator of Presbytery 
in the fall, 1897. 

In 1898 the Boys’ Brotherhood formed the Shadeland Mission, 
a Sunday school of one hundred and fifty pupils. A Mr. Gross was 
superintendent of this work, with eighteen teachers assisting him. 
The Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor furnished 
several of these teachers. The project was suspended in 1899 for 
lack of proper housing facilities. In July, 1900, a Session record 
reads: 

Organization of the Presbyterian Church in Shadeland discussed. 
To complete organization members living in that district granted 


letters of dismission and recommended to write in forming Shadeland 
Presbyterian Church. 


No further records regarding the Shadeland project have been 
located. 


In one of the years late in the last century, Mrs. E. B. Goody- 
koontz formed a Ladies’ Bible Class, which met on Monday after- 


~noons. A few -years later, wishing to show their appreciation 


for her good teaching services, these women presented their 
teacher with a set of religious books. Asked a little later about 
their value to her, she remarked that she had found it necessary 
to go back to her Bible to determine the meaning of the books. 
All of us moderns should add our appreciation for such Biblical 
understanding and loyalty to the Scriptures. 


“ALERT IN THE MASTER’S CAUSE” 


The 1893 report to the Presbytery stated that “the Ladies’ 
Missionary Society has been alert in the Master’s cause and has 
achieved a year filled with encouraging results.” Evidently they 
put first things first in their work, because recording their ac- 
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tivities for posterity seems to have been far from their minds— 
they were concerned with the cause of missions. The earliest 
records of the Women’s Missionary Society available now are 
those of 1898. However, reports of the women’s activities occur 
more and more frequently in the congregational reports. In 1896 
they had quarterly missionary teas. A note in the same year says, 
“The ladies’ alliance has given material help in the manse fund.” 


The officers listed in 1898 were Mrs. J. M. Wright (the wife 
of the minister), president; Mrs. E. B. Goodykoontz, vice-presi- 
dent; Mrs. Lafe Burr, treasurer; Mrs. H. E. Jones, assistant 
treasurer; and Mrs. George Lilly, secretary of literature. An | 
interesting warning appeared in the program book of 1898-99: 
“Anyone unable to fill the part assigned her is kindly requested 
to provide a substitute and notify the president of the change. 
Anyone failing in this will be fined fifty cents.” 

In this year the membership was forty-nine. Four years later, 
with 101 members, it was the largest in the Muncie Presbytery. 
Missionary teas, later called “Mite Box Parties,” were held in 
the spring at various homes. In later years Mrs. George Lilly and 
her daughter, Ella Marie, entertained the society and guests in 
their home at the annual tea. An annual vesper praise service 
was sponsored by the society and held in the church sanctuary. 
One of the records says that on December 6, 1897, the following 
ladies were added to the committee on charity: Mrs. George Lilly, 
Mrs. Garvey, Mrs. Morgan, and Mrs. Henderson. Evidently the 
ladies were coming to a place of leadership in our church toward 
the end of the century. Earlier, in 1877, there were more than 
twice as many “female” members as there were “male” in the 
local church. 


THE REVEREND C. P. LUCE, Ph.D., BECOMES OUR PASTOR 


On May 4, 1899, the Reverend Charles P. Luce, Ph.D., suc- 
ceeded the Reverend Dr. Wright as our pastor. The Reverend Dr. 
Luce is credited with having no small part in planning for the 
beauty of architecture of the present church edifice, built during 
his pastorate, which extended until July 19, 1908. 
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The Reverend Dr. Luce was graduated from Syracuse Uni- 
versity in 1881 and received the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
from the same university in 1886. He had also received, in the 
meantime, training at Auburn Theological Seminary, graduating 
from that institution in 1883. 


THE REVEREND C. P. LUCE, PH.D., 1899-1908 


He was born August 20, 1860. He had come originally from 
Cuba, New York, to Owensboro, Kentucky, where he was pastor 
for nine years. He had three sons and a daughter. A newspaper 
account described the Reverend Dr. Luce as “well-educated, cul- 
tured, and traveled.” He had been to Europe several times when 
he came here, and was a “man of considerable means,” accord- 
ing to the same report. He, along with eleven others of our twenty 
ministers in these one hundred years, served as Moderator of 
Presbytery. He acted in this capacity in the Spring Presbytery,. 


1902. 


THE HALF-CENTURY CLOSES WITH ASPIRATION 


September, 1901, would round out a half-century of the his- 
tory of the Anderson First Presbyterian Church. On March 1 
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a petition was presented to the church requesting that it con- 
sider building a new church edifice. Four hundred people must 
have felt crowded in the little Jackson Street Church. The petition 
was signed by Judge Henry Ryan, George Lilly, J. G. Kerr, H. H. 
McCandliss, W. J. Alford, B. O. Haugh, S. H. Stanton, Herman 
Stein, and W. N. Hopkins. 

Although September marked the end of ie first fifty years 
as a church, the group did not celebrate its Golden Jubilee until 


October of that year. 
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THE CHURCH MARCHES ON 


BRIGHTER DAYS TO COME 


Many factors contributed to the deep desire of our congregation 
fifty years ago for a new church edifice. Among the more urgent, 
we will record four which present members recall. The church 
membership was growing (in 1902, there were 340 members). 
The old church edifice was all but condemned because its audi- 
torium was on the second floor and the structure was not strong 
enough to stand the weight of the growing congregation. An 
organ was imperative, and the building was deemed inadequate 
to withstand the weight and vibration of a pipe organ. The com- 
munity was growing, and newsboys now cried their wares on Sun- 
day mornings, interrupting and disturbing the morning worship. 
‘““‘We must have a new place of worship in a gir neighborhood,” 
everyone agreed. 


It was found that the lot at Ninth and Chase Streets could be 
purchased from Charles Ewing, secretary of the Anderson Loan 
Association. The amount paid for it was $6,200. The house was 
then moved off the present church site to the northwest corner 
of Morton and Ninth Streets. 


A planning committee—B. O. Haugh, Herman Stein, Jessie 
Croan, Judge H. C. Ryan, Alexander Ross, George Lilly, and the 
Reverend Dr. Luce—held meetings again and again at the George 
Lilly home, “supper being served most of the time.’’ Mr. Herman 
Stein, as treasurer, handled all of the church’s money for the 
buying and building transactions. Mrs. Stein was treasurer for 
the money raised by the women. 

Evidently they had many problems to solve, because the minutes 
of April, 1903, include this remark: “For three years the con-' 
gregation has been trying to get money for a new church under 
depressing conditions.” But after the cornerstone was laid on 
September 11, 1904, the work was done carefully and well and 
completed in a little more than a Ker 
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A preconstruction description published by the local press re- 
lates: 


The style of architecture is unlike any other church of this city and 
is very artistic. The building material will be gray pressed brick with 
stone trimmings. All metal work and cornices will be of copper and 
the roof of red tile. 


SITE OF PRESENT CHURCH 


The interior finish will be especially attractive and pleasing, and 
the plan avoids all front light in the new auditorium. The seating 
capacity, with Sunday-school room included, will be 1,000.* ... 

The Presbyterians have been about three years planning and working 
for the new building, and are to be congratulated upon their careful 
preparation, which will result in one of the finest churches in the state. 
With the disadvantages of the old building removed and the incentive 
and aid of this new one, this strong congregation has promise of in- 
creased growth and usefulness in our city. 


The building committee consisted of the Honorable H. C. Ryan 
(chairman), B. O. Haugh, E. R. Prather, W. H. Stanton, H. J. 
Stein, and the minister, the Reverend Dr. Charles P. Luce. 


*Preconstruction newspaper estimate; actual seating capacity is not over 600. 
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Presbyterian, churches at Marion, Matthews, Portland, Peru, 
Winchester, and Wabash had building or remodeling programs 
under way in that same year. And our denomination at large was 
on the forward move. A record from that time reports: “Last 
year, with a membership of little over 1,000,000, $17,000,000 was 
expended in Christian work and the percentage of increase in 
membership was one of.the largest of the different Christian 
denominations.” 

The Jackson Street Church was sold to the Odd Fellows in 
1905. That same year‘the Anderson Public Library was dedicated 
and opened to the public. With a membership of 340, our budget 
was $21,403.28, most of which was for the new church. 


NEW CHURCH DEDICATED APRIL 1, 1906 


A twenty-page souvenir program, the cover of which is re- 
produced in this book, gives much information about this occa- 
sion. It includes the photograph of the minister, the Reverend 
Dr. Luce, as well as other pictures. 


Mr. Joseph W. Powell, of Buffalo, New York, had been chosen 
by the Session to have full charge of the dedication service and 
its preliminaries. He arrived in town fully a week before the 
appointed date of the event. The program, in which his photo- 
graph also appears, states that he was an “eminent churchman, 
known from ocean to ocean as ‘The Most Remarkable Layman.’ ” 
He was a leader in Christian Endeavor and Sunday-school work 
and had special gifts for work among men. He proved to be a 
generator of enthusiasm and zeal. “Bonds” were issued and “sold” 
to the membership at thirty-five dollars each. Meetings were held 
nightly by Mr. Powell during the week prior to the dedicatory 
Sunday. 

At the Saturday evening meeting during the prededication week, 
Mr. Powell requested all members present to empty their pockets 
and their pocketbooks there and then. This they did. There were 
some who had their weekly pay with them. This money went into 
the pot, in effect, a sacrifice of their next week’s groceries. 

The Reverend Harry N. Wilson, of Muncie, gave the dedicatory 


o1 


ee 


(YoY aN Ge Yny pron os ar Vas Var San Yaynyanyytentay an ‘a's 
+. | | Zea 
Souuenir Program i 
Bedication and Jubilee Rally : 


of the 


First Presbyterian Church 


West Ninth and Chase Strects. Anderson, Indiana ts 


Sunday, April lst, 1906 


: “Bla the trumpel in Zion. gather the people. aasemble the elders, gather the children 
sanctify the congregation © ; 
“fwas glad when they aauk unto nie. lel ux go anta the house of the Lord.” 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


sermon. Mr. Powell gave three addresses during the day, April 
1, and his wife sang solos. 

Various large committees listed in the booklet must have in- 
cluded the entire membership of the church, 408 for that year. 
These committees with their chairmen follow: Executive, the 
Reverend Charles P. Luce; Building, the Honorable H. C. Ryan; 
Music, E. L. Jones; Sunday School, Abram R. Frye; Cradle Roll, 
Mrs. J. C. Teegarden; Home Department, Mrs. Annie L. DeWeese; 


THE ORIGINAL PIPE ORGAN 


Introduction, B. O. Haugh; Ladies’ Aid Society, Mrs. W. H. Stan- 
ton; Old Folks, Mrs. J. W. Pence; Men’s Brotherhood, George 
Lilly; Reception, Mrs. Stuart McCollum; Entertainment, H. J. 
Stein; Ushers, W. M. Coran; Invitation, John H. Rawlings; Pub- 
lic Comfort, E. R. Prather; Decoration, Mrs. M. M. Dunlap; 
Women’s Missionary Society, Mrs. C. P. Luce; Young People’s 
Society of Christian Endeavor, Nellie D. Jones. Fifty-four names 


appear on an “Absent List.” 
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Part of the descriptive material on the back cover of the 
souvenir program states that the organ is a fine instrument made 
by the Odell Organ Company, of New York City. 


“A THING OF BEAUTY, AND A JOY FOREVER” 


Five art-glass windows, windows which yet today are an 
inspiration to all who worship here, were contributed to the new 
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THE SOUTH WINDOW THE NORTH WINDOW 


edifice as memorials. The subjects of these windows and other 

information regarding them follows. . 
Michael Angelo’s ‘Moses,’ at the top of the south window, 

was given in memory of Milton S. and Louise A. Robinson, John 

and Nancy H. Matthew, and Harry E. McCandliss. Its donors were 

Edward H. Matthew, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Matthew and 

later an elder of our church; Chester Robinson, son of Colonel 
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and Mrs. M. S. Robinson; and members of the McCandliss family. 

Raphael’s “St..Paul,” in the lower section of this window, 
was contributed by Thomas E. Fisher and his sons in memory of 
Elizabeth N. Fisher. One son, Tom Fisher, Jr., and a grandson, 
Dan Fisher, are present members of our church. The Women’s 
Missionary Society also contributed to two panels in this window. 

Hofmann’s “The Angel-of the Resurrection,” at the top of the 
north window, was presented in memory of Mary Hannah Gedge 
by her three sons, Fred, Howell, and Burton. Mrs. Gedge was the 
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THE WEST WINDOW 


great-grandmother of Marjorie McCullough Austin, a present 
member of the church. 

Hofmann’s “Christ in Gethsemane,” at the bottom of this win- 
dow, was given in memory of Eli B. Goodykoontz by George Lilly 
and W. J. Alford. ; 

Hofmann’s “Christ Child,” located in the west window, was 
given in memory of Catherine C. Cokefair by her daughters, Mrs. 
George A. Miller and Mrs. H. E. Jones, and her son, Charles 
Cokefair. Mrs. Jones was the grandmother of Dr. Horace E. Jones, 
a present member of our church. 

A baptismal font of imported Italian marble was given to the 
church by Mrs. L. B. Taylor, mother-in-law of the Reverend 
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Dr. Luce. The infant George Luce, the pastor’s son, was the first 
to be christened from the font. 

Other gifts given at this time were the Communion table in 
memory of M. S. Tousey, by his wife and son, Sanford; the 
hymnbooks by E. R. Prather; the pulpit and pulpit chairs by 
the primary department of the Sunday school; and the desk and 
table in the prayer-meeting room by the Junior Christian En- 
deavor Society. | 

Half the cost of the church organ was contributed to the 
church by the great benefactor, Andrew Carnegie. The other 
half was raised by the women of the church who sold baked 
beans, homemade: potato chips, and doughnuts. On the day of 
the dedication of the church, the organ was played by Professor 
Minor C. Baldwin. The first church organist was Mr. Herbert 
Houze. 

One of the interesting and more permanent results of the 
week of dedication was the complete reorganization of the church 
effected by Mr. Powell. Notable in this reorganization was the 
creation of the first Ladies’ Aid Society. It was set up with the 
entire membership divided into eight divisions. In this way a 
spirit of competition was established. Each division sought to 
maintain the largest membership and to raise the most money. 
This money was to be used to liquidate the church debt: This 
friendly competition continued throughout many years. 

The first officers of the Ladies’ Aid Society were: Mrs. W. H. 
Stanton, president; Mrs. W. W. Atherton, Mrs. C. Champlin, Mrs. 
Lillian B. Francis, Mrs. George Lilly, Mrs. Charles Luce, Mrs. 
W. R. Myers, and Mrs. Conrad Smith, vice-presidents; Mrs. B..O. 
Haugh, secretary; and Mrs. H. J. Stein, treasurer. 


ACTIVITIES OF THE LADIES’ AID SOCIETY 


All divisions of the society combined their efforts in an elab- 
orate and remunerative Christmas bazaar each year. Each di- 
vision had its own booth displaying handmade articles for sale. 
These included the “doll booth,” the “linen booth,” the “apron 
booth,” the “candy booth,” and many others. 
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In addition, each evening during the bazaar a chicken-pie 
dinner was served, and it became so popular with the entire city 
that it was almost impossible to serve all who came. How those 
women did work! And they worked for what now would be con- 
sidered pin money. But the cause for which they worked, as well 
as just being “workers together,” established a deep bond of 
fellowship and a feeling’ of satisfaction in service well done. 
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THE GERMAN CLASS GRADUATES 


Somewhat later a rummage sale was started by the Sixth 
Division. It was held first on election days each fall and spring; 
later on various dates in May and November. It is continued yet 
today under the direction of the Women’s Westminster Asso- 
ciation. 

Under the ministry of the Reverend Dr. Brundage the Fifth 
Division initiated the May Breakfast, from six to nine o’clock on 
election morning. As many as four hundred sometimes attended. 

A group formed a German class with Mrs. George Greyer as 
the instructor. The “tuition fees” went for paying for the new 
church. Their “graduation” was a public entertainment. 
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Among other organizations that came into being about this 
same time were several Sunday-school classes. A young attorney, 
C. B. Slaymaker, taught one of these to which seventy-five men 
belonged in 1906. Mr. Minot Cleveland was the teacher of the 
first class of young married women. 

Community happenings of interest included visits paid to the 
city by William Howard Taft in 1908, and Theodore Roosevelt 
in 1910. The post office at the corner of Jackson and Eleventh 
Streets was completed in 1906. The first local option election 
in Madison County was held in the spring primary of 1909. The 
Gospel Trumpet Company, the publication board of the Church of 
God, came here in 1906. All their general agencies have since 
been established here, including their oldest educational insti- 
tution, Anderson College. 


1908 BROUGHT A NEW PASTOR TO US 


The Reverend Dr. Luce concluded his ministry here in 1908, 
and was succeeded by the Reverend J. A. Rondthaler, D.D. The 
former had been our pastor for nine years. 


In contrast to the one previous, this third twenty-five-year 
period of our church’s history included the services of only four 
ministers. Of these four the Reverend Dr. Rondthaler’s time with 
us was the shortest. He was here only three years, coming October 
6, 1908, and leaving in 1911 because of ill health. However, as 
recorded in the minutes of March 31, 1909: 


Dr. J. A. Rondthaler, lately of the Normal Park Presbyterian Church, 
Chicago, at once entered upon his duties, and his well-known 
reputation as an earnest, faithful and successful minister of the gospel 
secured for him at the start large audiences, both morning and evening. 
The attendance at morning worship since he has been with us has 
increased 100 per cent, while at the evening services the increase has 
reached 300 per cent. The prayer meeting attendance has grown from 
ten to that of sixty to eighty. The Christian Endeavor Society, which 
was about to expire, is now in a flourishing condition—and the same 
can be said of the Sunday school. Dr. Rondthaler has formed a class 
of boys and girls which meets in the church parlors every Wednesday 
afternoon when he gives them religious instruction. As soon as Dr. 
Rondthaler took charge of the church, the cloud of adversity which 
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seemed to hang over us began to disappear so that now the sun of 
prosperity shines upon us and we are happy. At the close of the year 
every obligation was met besides paying some back obligations. The 
social side of the church work has, in the last six months, improved 
most wonderfully. Never in the history of the church have its members 
manifested such Christian love as they now do. At the last congre- 
gational meeting, which was largely attende’, Dr. Rondthaler, by 
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THE REVEREND J. A. RONDTHALER, D.D., 1909-1912 


unanimous vote, was invited to continue his service to the church 
indefinitely, which he promised to do. Under his ministry twenty- 
eight new members were received since January first. 

The membership of the church in 1910 was 347, and the budget 
for that year was nearly $10,000. 

The Reverend Dr. Rondthaler had held several pastorates be- 
fore coming here, according to newspaper accounts, including 
churches in Indianapolis and Chicago. He came to Anderson from 
Richmond, Indiana. He was Moderator of Presbytery, spring, 1910. 
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MORTGAGE ON CHURCH IS BURNED 


The Reverend Birchard F. Brundage came to be our minister 
on February 27, 1912. He was born in Ohio, educated at Mc- 
Cormick Theological Seminary, as well as at two European 
Universities: Edinburgh, Scotland, and Jena, Germany. He 
entered the Presbyterian ministry in 1903 at the age of thirty-one. 


THE REVEREND B. F. BRUNDAGE, D.D., 1912-1921 


Someone said, in reminiscing about his coming to our church, 
‘Here and then were events with almost the fringe of a miracle. 
Prevailing prayer, labor of love, and work of faith produced one 
thousand dollars per month for fifty-four months, the amount 
necessary for the payment of the debt on Anderson’s beautiful 
Presbyterian Church.” Elder Herman Stein and Mrs. Eli Goody- 
koontz carried the burning parchment down the center aisle one 
Sunday morning in a mortgage-burning ceremony. “The smoke 
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filled the sanctuary with an odor like unto incense. The singing 
seemed like a Hallelujah Chorus.” 

In 1917, Governor J. P. Goodrich appointed the Reverend 
Dr. Brundage as Chaplain of the 139th Field Artillery of the 
Army of the United States. World War I was under way. Our con- 
gregation granted him a leave of absence for the duration of the 
war. The Reverend Christie Brown substituted for the Reverend 
Dr. Brundage while he served as a World War I chaplain. When 
he returned at the close of the war, he became one of the charter 
members of the American Legion as the senior chaplain in 
Indiana. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL DOCUMENT 


The Reverend Dr. Brundage was a highly civic-minded minis- 
ter. He was a charter member of the Anderson Rotary Club and 
was made an honorary member in International Rotary before 
leaving Anderson. He helped to establish the struggling Ander- 
son Chamber of Commerce. 
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WAR AND POSTWAR YEARS IN OUR CHURCH 


The first printed church bulletins, including the names of 
elders, deacons, trustees, and society officers, appeared on April 
4, 1916. In:1917 a Press Committee was appointed. L. K. Giles, 
W. H. Surbaugh, R. A. Zeigler, James A. Matthew, and Ray 
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EASTER 1916 
First Prosvyterian Charch Sunday Seraot 
Dnderson, Md.. Arik 23, 1916. 


PROGRAMME ~ 


Organ: 
1°) Mother dear. Laiyonsier 


Praver ead j Rey. B, Fr. oe 


Seng—' Be ' Church”. 


Recitations ‘" “Springtine “Serma” | 
Faster Offering — 
Song— Berns ie Coming 


Prim. 
“Tm ¢ ‘lad i it ‘s Easter Day” Burton MeC uhowsh 


oe Betis” ; len Horne 
be Flower Buds’ 2... Francis Hall 
er “Ww bec is the ral Name” Donna Brown 
Sara Emily Smith 

“Line. Bird” _. Dorothy Louise aes " 

Song “Springtime Again i« Here’ mary 
Exercine---"Springtime womes a-ealfing?” ; Marv- Stay Bil "Billy Manty 
"An Easter Praver”’ Kuatherine Hall 

“A Bow « Preference’ Birchard Brundage 

Reoitations | "A Livie «Brown Seed” : Vinoma McVey 
 Litthe Raster Chick” Josephine Miller 


“Living for the Mastcr” 
Song “Easter Bells” Mrs. Teegarden'’s (© 
\ Gordon Sapp, Maurice Starr 
Exercise ~ "Easter Messages" | Dosald Brown yaa C allough | 
/ feate, Borris Knapp 


Seng “‘Faster’s Hore he i Donn. Brown 
Doris Marie Hall 


et Prandelion eye. 


RKecitations “Easter Ege 3 _ Carroli McCullough 
Satter Bonnets” ‘ Virginia Gates 

Swng The (hs bedi Miss Norvielx’ Chass 
Picprtgn's.<Ractee: Pie {ee Pv inky Campbell, James Cranfill. 

der Julius, 

“An Easter Leseean” : Katherine Fast 

Recitations “Two Litde Clouds”. Mae Bear 
Ble of Seong” ¥ ~.. Junior Hitz 


Sang:-~ Ts Thy Garden”. 
\ Biane! we Heiress 

Exercise “Waking the Flower’ Ve fizabeth Crk 

Vania Coodykoontz 


Song Hail Glad Faster Day™ i _.. Primary 
Recitation “Little Seldier Crocus * Gordon Sapp 
Benediction Rev. BOP, Brundage 
Reresstimal 


EASTER, 1916 


“Welcome”. ees ug ay Rinse 
. Winbura Pierce 


Jeanita MeV ry 


rs. Turner's Ciass 


Rodecap made up this. com- 
mittee. They had charge of 
the bulletin, the notices for 
the newspapers, and_ all 
printing for the church. 

A Presbyterian Church 


elder, Carl F. Nevius, was 


executive secretary of the 


Anderson Young Men’s 


Christian Association. A 
young women’s missionary 
group was established by 
Miss Ella Marie Lilly and 


was called the Westminster 


~Guild. A November 10, 1918, 


church bulletin notice says, 
“Communion postponed one 
month on account of a ban 
closing churches because of 
influenza.” 

O. M. Rodecap was ap- 
pointed the first New Era 
chairman. in October, 1919. 
A Hospitality Committee, 
H. J. Stein, M. I. Masters, 


J. B. Miller, and E. H. Matthew (all elders), was named early in 


January, 1920. 


January 18, 1920, was Home Missions Day in Indiana with a 
general exchange of pulpits in the Muncie Presbytery. .The 
Reverend W. P. Lockwood of Union City preached at our church; 
the Reverend Dr. Brundage occupied the Muncie church pulpit. 

The Miriam Bible Class for women was founded in 1920. 
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Among the teachers were Mrs. E. R. Cheney, the Reverend Dr. 
Baker, and Miss Bess Goodykoontz. In 1921 a Men’s Bible Class 
was started by C. F. Nevius. Mr. Ora Rodecap named it the Hobab 
Bible Class. Mr. B. B. Horton and Dr. Fred Wishard were among 
the teachers of this group. 

The Reverend Dr. Brundage received a call to the First Presby- 
terian Church in Columbus, Ohio, in 1920, and resigned his 
pastorate here. Below is the Anderson Daily Bulletin’s editorial 
tribute to him, in part: 

Birchard F. Brundage, preacher, soldier, scholar, citizen, and beloved 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, has been called to a wider field 
of religious activity. He has accepted and Anderson and her good 
citizenship, along with the church, loses a man of high character, 
boundless energy, genial manner; and manly virtues, grounded on the 
blessed teachings of his lifework, and a profound believer in the prac- 
tical teachings of his chosen profession. 

It has been the happy good fortune for the members of his church 
to be able to claim such leadership as he possesses .. . he refrained 
from trying to force his ideals upon an unappreciative public. ... ..He 
created an atmosphere of genial hospitality which reached far beyond 
the sacred precincts of his church... . 

He takes with him to his new field of activity the warmest words of 
unstinted praise from his thousands of friends and acquaintances with 
the assurance that no man whether minister or not ever left the city 
with a greater personal following than he. 


NEW PASTOR, NEW OPPORTUNITIES, NEW SERVICE 


The Reverend Frank K. Baker came in 1921 to be our minister. 
The membership was about 315 at that time. He was a native of 
Pennsylvania. He had been graduated from Franklin and Marshall 
College, receiving a B.A. in 1899, an M.A. in 1901. He received 
a B.Th. from the Reformed Theological Seminary in 1903, and a 
B.D. from the University of Chicago in 1906. The College of 
Wooster conferred an honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity on 
him while he was our minister, in 1934. 

Anderson was the Reverend Dr. Baker’s longest pastorate, — 
twenty-one years. And no minister before had shepherded our 
church over as lengthy a period of time. The Bakers’ three sons 
and one daughter, the two younger ones being twins, were reared 
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here. Their oldest son was a teacher in the local high school in 
later years. 

The Reverend Dr. Baker was eager from the first that our 
church co-operate with our national boards. A note in the Oc- 
tober 8, 1922, church bulletin suggests, 


WORLD WAR I CHAPLAIN BRUNDAGE WITH TWO OF HIS ELDERS 


The story of church extension and church erection by the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States is an interesting one. The Board 
last year assisted in building 91 manses and 178 houses of worship, 
total 269 edifices. In many states not a single Presbyterian edifice has 
been built without the aid of the Board. Calls for aid came from every 
state in the Union, from Cuba, Porto Rico, and Alaska. The next ten 
years ought to be the great building era of the Presbyterian Church. 
Will the church heed these calls and realize this building era? 


THE VICTORY CHAPTER 


May 11, 1926, the Westminster Guild voted to change its name 
to the ““Young Women’s Missionary Society,” an auxiliary of the 
Women’s Missionary Society. This name continued until 1928, 
when it was suggested again that the name be changed and Lileth 
Richards presented the name “Victory Chapter of the Women’s 
Missionary Society.” This organization of young women gave 
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much material assistance to the church. In addition, many con- 
tributions and Christmas boxes were sent by Victory Chapter to 
a settlement school at Rocky Fork, Flag Pond, Tennessee. The 
beautiful cross on the reredos was a gift from Victory Chapter to 


the church. This organization was automatically dissolved when 


all women’s groups consolidated into the Women’s Westminster 
Association. = 


THE ELEVENTH STREET MANSE 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS WELL DONE 


MANY PEOPLE TAKE UP THEIR TASKS GLADLY 


Many of our number have co-operated to make possible the 
excellent reputation our church has had for an inspiring musical 
program. Even if there were pages enough in our history to list 
them all, written records were not kept of their contribution. 
They “made music” because they wanted to express their praise, 
and not to be accorded any credit. But their sweet melodies will 
always ring in our memories. 
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MRS. SHERMAN HARLAN AT THE ORGAN 


Mrs. Sherman Harlan has been organist and director of music 
in our church for the last twenty-five years. Mrs. Jeanette Haugh 
Osborne had been organist before that for many years. 

Mrs. Ralph Daly started our choir work by organizing a group 


of young people into a singing group many years ago. Mrs. J. E. 
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Spaulding was her assistant. In 1941 Mrs. Harlan formed a junior 
choir. 

During the depression of the thirties there were some economies 
tried out. The Reverend Dr. Baker brings to mind that “someone 
decided that the Sunday morning music was too expensive, so one 
Sabbath the congregation assembled for worship to the ‘canned 
music’ of victrola records issuing from the gallery. But never 
thereafter did any mechanical music peal forth from its heights. 
The Presbyterians were fed up on canned goods.” 


At another time (1932) the church bulletin was dispensed 
with for three months, with the cost of the same applied on music 
for the choir and orchestra. During another period Mrs. Harlan 
directed a group of high-school students in a choir. 

The church has for years provided an adult quartet to enrich 
our Sunday morning worship. On special occasions it has been 
increased to a sextet or a double quartet. Often we have had lovely 
instrumental numbers on the piano or violin. Velma Clarke and 
Eugenia Miley Fosnot have many times been among our instru- 
mentalists. 

In 1927, our church received a gift of lasting joy when Mrs. 
George Lilly and her daughter, Ella Marie, gave the chimes. 
These were given in memory of Mr. Lilly and Mr. B. O. Haugh. 

In 1928, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Stebbing added to the religious 
significance of our church by providing the electric cross on 
top of the church. They gave this cross in memory of Mrs. 
Stebbing’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herman J. Stein. 

Sometime during these years Lileth Richards’ leadership and 
example inspired the younger girls of the church and a Joy Giv- 
ers’ Sunday-School Class was formed. A group of twenty or more 
girls met two or three times a week, undertaking charitable and 
cultural projects. The girls had handcraft classes and sent quilts 
and scrapbooks to mission schools. They ministered to the poor, 
served church dinners, enjoyed book reviews, and even published 
a church cookbook still seen on the shelves of many of our mem- 
bers. They took swimming and tennis lessons from Mrs. C. D. 
Rotruck. This fellowship lasted for many of them from the pri- 
mary age until they completed high school. Later the group be- 
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came known as the Pi Gamma Chi Girls. Their ritual was most 
impressive. The girls traveled throughout the Presbytery pre- 
senting their pageantry. Later, other girls’ classes were directed 
and carried forward by Mrs. Lileth Richards Stanford. 

In the twenties, the Presbyterian General Assembly ruled that 
women might serve as officers. In 1931 our church increased the 
number of its trustees to five and elected Mrs. George Lilly as a 
trustee. Later, Mrs. Lilly became an elder and Miss Bess Goody- 
koontz became a trustee. Mrs. Lilly was the first woman elder 
in any church in the Indiana Synod. 

The membership of the church in 1927 was 477. In this year 
the Women’s Missionary Society celebrated its fiftieth anni- 
versary. 


(CHURCH EDIFICES MUST HAVE CONSTANT CARE 


Early in the nineteen thirties, our church, new in 1906, had 
need of redecoration. Many persons assisted. An expression of 
appreciation which may have appeared in a Sunday church 
bulletin early in this decade follows: 


The official boards of the church wish to express their appreciation, 
on behalf of the church, of the work that has been done in beautifying 
this place of worship. We are grateful to the Ladies’ Aid Society for 
directing and financing this task; to the members of the Decorating 
Committee of that society, Mrs. E. M. Wilson, Mrs. Robert Waltz, Mrs. 
Harry Neff, who with Mrs. L. T. Stebbing, the president of the Ladies’ 
Aid Society, have labored untiringly, and with their artistic ability 
have made possible what we now behold; to Mrs. George Lilly and 
Ella Marie Lilly for presenting the carpet in the auditorium, and 
reconditioning the organ; to Mr. and Mrs. Chandler Werbe for their 
gift of the lanterns in the Ladies’ Parlor and in the Session room; to 
Mrs. B. O. Haugh who has given the curtain for the choir loft; to 
Mr. Campbell for cleaning all the curtains; to Mrs. Meckel for her 
services in making the curtain for the choir loft; to Mr. Harry Neff 
for drawing up the contracts; to the Hobab Class for carpenter repair 
work. 


After the death of her mother, Mrs. Fred Mustard, Mrs. Simeon 
Stewart asked to furnish the Ladies’ Parlor with some of her 
mother’s lovely furniture (1942). With these and a smal] Knabe 
piano the room became transformed into an artistic and com- 
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fortable parlor. About this time Mrs. W. J. Alford gave the iron 
hand rails at both steps to add beauty to our church entrances. 

In 1935, our congregation wished to give Mrs. George Lilly and 
Miss Ella Marie Lilly some token of our appreciation for their 
unnumbered. generosities and kindnesses to all of us as a church. 
Mrs. J. E. Spaulding, Mrs. L. T. Stebbing, Mrs. W. H. Surbaugh, 
and Miss Bess Goodykoontz were the committee who secured a 
beautiful painting of the church. The painting was presented to 
the Lillys on July first with a letter of appreciation. 


AN ASSISTANT PASTOR 


When our church (about 1933) decided that an assistant min- 


_ ister should be secured to work among the young people, as well 


as do secretarial and visitation work, an appeal for a qualified 
person was sent to McCormick Theological Seminary. The 
Reverend Robert L. Stone came as our assistant minister in 1937. 


The Reverend Mr. Stone’s birthplace was Wabash, Indiana. 
He was graduated from Manchester College (1934) and from 
McCormick Theological Seminary (1937). He came to Anderson 
upon graduation and was ordained by the Muncie Presbytery. He 
continued here little more than a year, when he left to become 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Bridgeport, Ohio. 


GIRL SCOUTING IN OUR PARISH 


One February 9, 1935, a Girl Scout troop was founded at 
the church. Mrs. J. L. Koubek, our present church secretary, 
organized this troop. Its leader was Mrs. Edward Parker. The 
group was sponsored by the First Division of the Ladies’ Aid 
Society. In 1939 a Brownie Troop was organized. The Sixth 
Division sponsored this troop. With the exception of a very 
few years there has been a Girl Scout troop (Troop 23) spon- 
sored by some group in our church. There is a very active troop 
at present, whose leaders are Mrs. Kenneth Cowgill and Mrs. 
Robert Shoemaker. Mrs. W. C. Hawkins is leader of our Senior 
Scouts. . 
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HARD-WORKING COMMITTEES 


A division of labor was effected in the fall of 1934 by appoint- 
ing J. E. Spaulding as director of men’s work; Mrs. M. A. Austin, 
director of women’s work; and C. D. Rotruck, director of young 
people’s work. The latter was already responsible for the Boy 
Scout work of our church, with Ray Rodecap, Robert Williams, 
and Dr. W. A. H. Vanarsdall assisting him. Robert Williams was 
appointed publicity manager in 1934 because some felt that our 
church and its many activities was not being advertised well 
enough. At the same time P. H. Doyle was named as chairman of 
the reception committee. 

Our first organized Finance Committee was set up in 1938 
by congregational election. This committee’s membership was to 
consist of three elders, two trustees, and one deacon. At the same 
time the office of benevolent treasurer was abandoned and that 
work was given to the Finance Committee. In the same year 
the number of trustees was increased to six. The following year 
the number of deacons was increased to nine. 


AN UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY 


The Reverend Thomas White, of the Pendleton Reformatory, 
requested our elders to assist him in a Communion service to 
be held in April, 1935. A few weeks later twenty men from the 
Reformatory were received as associate members on confession 
of faith and baptism, and sixteen on reaffirmation of faith. This 
program was continued for four or five years, and the Reverend 
Mr. White spoke in our pulpit several times. 


PARISH HOUSE PURCHASED 


More activity among our youth about 1937 caused us to feel 
the need for more space for a recreational program. Sunday- 
school room was also at a minimum. The property east of the 
church, known as the “Phillips Property” proved to be suitable 
and available. It was purchased for $5,000. 

73 


THE PARISH HOUSE 


| 
ns 4 
é: 
+. 


THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


B. F. Timmons and O. M. Rodecap served as the committee to 
carry out this purchase. Ray Rodecap acted as the treasurer 


for the fund raised to pay for the property. The transaction was 
completed in the fall of 1937. 


MRS. GEORGE LILLY AND HER DAUGHTER, ELLA MARIE 


A committee composed of Mesdames Robert Hines, F. J. Misner, 
Harry Neff, B. F. Timmons, O. M. Rodecap, W. H. Surbaugh, and 


W. L. Day were appointed to secure furnishings for the parish 
house, February 7, 1938. 


NEW ORGAN PROMPTED CHANCEL MODERNIZATION 


A committee appointed to investigate the matter reported in 
June, 1941, the cost and other details which we would need to 
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consider in purchasing a new organ, or in repairing the one we 
then had. After lengthy discussion, it was decided to start a 
fund immediately and as soon as its growth warranted a pur- 
chase, to install a new organ. 

In July a letter was received from the Reverend Harry and 
Mrs. Ella Marie Lilly Campbell, in which they stated that they 


wished to install the ‘new organ in appreciation of the life and 
work of Mr. and Mrs. George Lilly. The organ in the Anderson 
church was to be a token of thankfulness “for all the splendid 
years of Christian living that Mother and Dad have had in 
association with their many friends in the Anderson church.” 
They did not want it to be considered as a memorial in any sense, 
but rather as a thank offering. 

They suggested that since the Kimball organ was to be a gift 
to the church, the front of the auditorium ought to be modernized 
when the organ was installed. Everyone agreed that this was a 
good idea, and the trustees were instructed to proceed with the 
work. Mr. Edward F. Janson, an architect from Chicago, was 
selected to design the chancel and supervise the installation. A 
note from the minutes of an October 6, 1941, meeting states: 

Frank K. Zoll presented an architect’s drawing and reported briefly 
on plans for installing a new organ. M. E. Van Meter discussed needed 
changes for installation of the organ. A motion was passed authorizing 
the trustees to sign an agreement with the architect to proceed with 
plans for remodeling the church following the design presented by 
the committee. The total amount of money to be expended not to exceed 
$10,000, including the architect’s fee. A motion was made that the 
Ghartes Alford fund ($2, 030) be used to help on the remodeling of 
the church. 

The officers were relieved when the last load of equipment for 
the organ was unloaded in April by the Kimball Company, be- 
cause World War II had caused the government to put restrictions 
on this kind of equipment. The remodeling of the chancel together 
with the installation of the organ cost a total of $17,000, of 
which $10,000 was for the organ. This work was completed in 
1942. A rededication service was held on the last day of our 
much beloved Doctor Baker’s pastorate here. The sermon was 
delivered by him, Mrs. Sherman Harlan presided at the organ, 
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with quartet and choir each singing numbers, and Communion | 
was served. 

RETIREMENT OF THE REVEREND DR. BAKER 


On April 8, 1942, the Reverend Dr. Baker asked to have his 
pastoral relationship with our church dissolved through the 


Presbytery, to take effect May 1. A pulpit committee was ap- 


REMODELED CHANCEL 


pointed, which included Messrs. F. K. Zoll, O. M. Rodecap, M. E. 
Van Meter, J. E. Spaulding, and J.S. McArt, and Mesdames Harry 
Neff and F. G. Stanford. 

During the Reverend Dr. Baker’s pastorate here, he had held 
various offices in both the Muncie Presbytery and the Synod of 
Indiana. In 1936 he was Moderator and another time he served 
on the Committee of National Missions of the Synod. He was 
Stated Clerk of the Muncie Presbytery from 1936 to 1942 and 
Moderator in 1925. While he was our minister much interest 
was displayed in the benevolences of our denomination. 
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Our church gave the Reverend Dr. Baker an appreciation gift 
of $1,000 at the time of his leaving. Although he does not now 
hold a regular pastorate, a recent letter from him tells us he 
preaches twice each Sunday and drives seventy-five miles from 
his home in Hanover to do this. After leaving here, he served 
at least four years as the pastor of the Hopewell Presbyterian 
Church, in Johnson County, Indiana. 


THE REVEREND GEORGE S. TAGGART BECOMES 
OUR PASTOR 


A unanimous call was extended on September 30, 1942, to the 
Reverend George S. Taggart, of Connersville, to be our minister, 
and he accepted, beginning his work here November 1, 1942. 
The Reverend Mr. Taggart is a native of Clark County, Indiana. 
He received his B.A. degree from Hanover College in 1930, and 
his Th.B. from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1933. While 
in college he became a member of Phi Gamma Delta, a national 
men’s fraternity. He had been eight years pastor of the Conners- 
ville First Presbyterian Church before coming here. 

The Reverend Mr. Taggart has a rich Presbyterian family back- 
ground. He was very well equipped for his work here, having 
been active in Presbyterian circles for some years. He was Stated 
Clerk of the Whitewater Presbytery, 1939-1942; Moderator of the 
Whitewater Presbytery, 1940. 


THE TUXIS CLUB 


There have been many youth programs in the Presbyterian 
Church. One of the earliest was the old Christian Endeavor 


- movement, which began many decades ago. However, it lost favor 


as a title for the youth program of the Presbyterian Church in 
the second decade of the present century. About ten years later 
a program was begun within the Presbyterian Church and the 
Synod of Indiana for the purpose of bringing all youth work 
under the one heading of Westminster Fellowship. This would 
include the junior-high, senior-high, and college-age groups. 
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In the fall of 1942 a youth group was organized in the Anderson 
church under the Westminster Fellowship for senior-high school 
students. It used the name “Tuxis Club.” This term “Tuxis” 
was coined by the Presbyterian Church and is a symbol. Each 
letter stands for a word, and the motto is “U and I in Training 
for Service with Christ (X) as the center of life.” 


Our Tuxis Club met on Sunday evenings for worship at seven- 
thirty in the church. The first year there was only a handful of 
seven to ten in attendance. The next year the attendance in- 
creased, and once at a dinner meeting in the second year twenty 
attended. 

Sessions for the club began with the opening of school in 
September and closed with the commencement exercises of the 
high school in the spring. The third year, plans were made for 
two of the mothers to serve a light lunch on Sunday evening for 
the club. Gradually the program was extended to include an 
hour of recreation, the light lunch, and a worship service which 
often included a group discussion. During the past few years 
the attendance has averaged about thirty, with the number some- 
times reaching fifty. The Reverend Mr. Taggart has given un- 
stintedly of his time to this program, attending every meeting 
of the group throughout these years. 


The work of the club is conducted under the direction of the 
regular officers, consisting of a president, vice-president, sec- 
retary, and treasurer. There are four commissions: faith and 
life, stewardship, fellowship, and outreach. Each commission is 
composed of a chairman and one-fourth of the members of the 
club. Every member of the Tuxis Club serves on one of these 
commissions. The commission chairmen join with the officers to 
form the executive council. The local Tuxis Club takes over the 
responsibility of conducting the service of worship for the church 
on the last Sunday of January each year—a Sunday which is 
known nationally and interdenominationally as Youth Sunday 
—opening the week called Youth Week. . 

The Tuxis Club belongs to the Westminster Fellowship of 
Muncie Presbytery and is under the direction of the Youth Synod 
of Indiana. Presbytery youth rallies are held in September and 
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April of each school year, and the Tuxis Club of the Anderson 
church has usually attended these rallies in force. Our Tuxis 
Club in the last five years has furnished two Moderators of 
Muncie Presbytery Westminster Fellowship and one Moderator 
of the Youth Synod of Indiana. Lawrence D. Hines and John C. 
Matthew were the two Pres- 
ed bytery Westminster Fellow- 

me ie ship Moderators. 

John C. Matthew, who was 
the first young man from our 
Tuxis Club to serve the Indi- 
ana Youth Synod as Mod- 
erator, is the only young 
man from our club who has 
evidenced intention of en- 
tering the gospel ministry. 
There have been, however, 
several of our youth leaders 
who have rendered splendid 
service during their college 
years in various Presbyterian 
youth groups, as, for ex- 

JOHN C. MATTHEW ample, William Allis, who 
was made an elder of the 
University Presbyterian 
Church at Purdue University in 1950. 

During the past nine years the Tuxis Club has received two 
special gifts. One gift was a legacy from the estate of Miss Louise 
Eycke for $200. Another gift was given by Mr. and Mrs. C. O. 
Davisson in memory of their son, Staff Sgt. William Owen Davis- 
son, who was killed in World War II. This gift was a record- 
player with microphone attachments for the use of the young 
people of the church and was obtained at a cost of $200. 


BENEVOLENCES THROUGH THE YEARS 


The Anderson church has always had a deep concern for the 
larger program of the Presbyterian Church. For this reason it 
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has always ranked high in the benevolent giving of the Presbytery 
and the Synod. During 1950 the church and the Women’s West- 
minster Association and youth groups gave $8,706 to the regular 
budget causes of the church, or $8.70 per member. Our church 
has consistently given to the cause of missions and education. 

The Deacon’s Fund is a channel of continuing benevolence 
which is not listed in our-regular budget. In 1942 W. H. Surbaugh 
gave an initial gift of $25 to set up a special fund for local 
benevolence. In 1943, the Board of Deacons was increased to 
fifteen members and their duties were basically outlined in the 
bylaws of the church. Part of this task was to carry on a charitable 
program and to meet the needs of any distressed members of the 
church. The origina] fund was committed to the Board of Deacons. 
In the spring of 1943, by action of the Session, it was determined 
to establish a Deacon’s Fund so that the Board of Deacons would 
have money with which to carry on its program. The Session voted 
that the loose change in the offerings on Communion Sundays 
should go to the Deacon’s Fund. Since that time the Board of 
Deacons has been able to carry on its work through the generous 
and thoughtful gifts made in this manner. 

During the war years, and immediately following, the Presby- 
terian church at large recognized its responsibility for service- 
men and for rehabilitating devastated areas. The first efforts in this 
program were the Wartime Service Funds started in 1943 when 
our church gave $525.76. In 1944 we gave $534.20; in 1940, $632 
and in 1946, $632. Following the war the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., set a goal of $27,000,000 for rehabilitating the devastated 
areas of Europe and Asia where our churches are at work. Our 
church was asked to raise $9,732. In the usual benevolent spirit 
of our members, our church actually gave $13,859.52. 

In the fall of 1944, twenty-seven churches of the city joined 
in instituting a program of Weekday Religious Instruction for 
public school children. Our church was one of these and each 
year has contributed its share in this interdenominational pro- 
gram. This calls for $300 each year. 


During recent years our church has been called upon for 
leadership and financial support in the realm of special] benevo- 
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lences. In 1937, when the Ohio River flood destroyed church 
property and homes, our church raised over $1,000 for these 
food sufferers. 

Next to the Second Presbyterian Church of Indianapolis, our 
church gave the most toward the building of the University Pres- 
byterian Church on the campus at Purdue University. The chapel 
of this church is called the ‘‘Olmstead Chapel” in memory of 
Ivan C. Olmstead, and the organ and pulpit furniture were given 
by Mrs. George Lilly. During the spring of 1951 our church 
raised over $2,300 toward the new building at the University 
Church. 


Each year Hanover College, the only Presbyterian college in 


Indiana still connected with the church, is remembered by a 


gift in the budget. Many members of our church also give to 
Hanover College each year and Mr. T. C. Werbe, Sr., has served 
the college as a trustee. 


Within the last three years the churches of all denominations 
have organized a Lenten program of giving called “One Great 
Hour of Sharing.” This program calls for an interdenominational 
fund of $10,000,000. Each Lenten season our church has made a 
sacrificial offering for this cause of between $300 and $400. 


WOMEN’S WESTMINSTER ASSOCIATION 


Early in 1943 a committee composed of the presidents of the 
Ladies’ Aid Society, the Women’s Missionary Society, Victory 
Chapter, and two members at large from the Ladies’ Aid Society 
was appointed to work with the pastor, the Reverend Mr. Taggart, 
in developing a new program for the women’s work of the church. 
They appointed a special committee to study the matter and to 
prepare a plan of organization, or to develop a constitution. Mrs. 
B. R. Stewart was made chairman of the latter committee. Serv- 
ing with her were Mrs. Harry Neff, Mrs. Frank Zoll, Mrs. Harold 
Veazey, Mrs. F. J. Stanford, Mrs. W. H. Surbaugh, and. Mrs. 
Frank S. Baker. 

After the women of the church had made a thorough study of 
the matter, including the hearing of speakers who extolled the 
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unified plan of women’s work, the church finally voted to try 
the suggested plan. And so the Women’s Westminster Association 
began operating in the spring of 1944. 

The Women’s Westminster Association is an all-inclusive or- 
ganization of the women of the church. Every woman member of 
the church is automatically a member of the Association. The 
Association has a monthly luncheon or dinner on the second 
Thursday of each month, except during July and August. On the 
fourth Thursdays of these same months the Circles hold their 
meetings. 

Originally there were eight circles, formerly called divisions, 
of which Circle VIII is made up of business and professional 
women. Since the organization of the Association a Mothers’ 
Circle has been added, which meets on the third Thursday. The 
membership of these circles was originally shifted each year, but 
more recently the membership is completely rearranged every 
two years. Circle leaders were originally appointed by the 
president, but they are now elected by the circles. No officer may 
hold office more than two years. This program has developed 
excellent leadership by giving opportunity for many new workers 
to develop their abilities in this work. 


Mrs. B. R. Stewart was elected the first president of the Wom- 
en’s Westminster Association of our church. She has been fol- 
lowed by Mrs. Fred B. Wishard, Mrs. Robert N. Falge, Mrs. O. M. 
VanCleve, Mrs. Anson M. Breaks, and Mrs. F. A. Schaefer. 

We could not begin to tell the far-reaching work of this great 
association of women in our church. It has taken up the work 
of benevolences through gifts to foreign and national missions 
and Christian education and gives the largest amount to these 
causes of any women’s group in Muncie Presbytery. It offers 
splendid opportunities for instruction and fellowship through its 
luncheons and the circle meetings. 

The Westminster Association has charge of furnishing flowers 
for the services of worship of the church. Through the circles, 
it furnishes leadership for the “(Church Night Suppers” held on 
the first Wednesday night of each month. In various ways the 
Association has helped the program at Hillcrest and the Gary 
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Neighborhood House. Through White Cross sewing it has supplied 
many mission stations at home and abroad with much-needed ma- 
terials. It promotes the use of Presbyterian literature among the 
families of the church. It serves meals for any and all causes of the 
church when called upon to do so, and does many other things too 
numerous to mention. We are grateful for this splendid group 
who stand ready to serve the Kingdom in every capacity. 


MEN’S COUNCIL IN OUR CHURCH 


In March, 1950, our church became a member of the National 
Council for Presbyterian Men. A council was established in our 
church, making all men of the church members of it automatically. 

J. B. Martin was made head of our men’s work at this time. 
A little later the Session applied for a charter for our Chapter 
of Presbyterian Men, at Mr. Martin’s suggestion. 


PARTICULAR SERVICE DURING THE YEARS 


In 1944 Miss Anna Surbaugh completed nineteen years as 
treasurer of our church. Her cheerful and efficient work through- 
out these years brought our congregation to its feet in a public 
vote of thanks to her. A gift of a beautiful silver dish was: pre- 
sented to her at the congregational meeting in 1944 as a token 
of our appreciation. 3 

During the last twenty-five years our church at different times 
has elected three men to the office of Elder Emeritus. These men 
who had served many years as elders were so honored when it 
became impossible for them to serve because of their physical 
condition. These three men are the late Edward H. Matthew, the 
late M. I. Masters, and W. H. Surbaugh. In 1929 Mr. Surbaugh 
served as the Lay Commissioner from the Presbytery of Muncie 
to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, which met that year at St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Probably no man in recent years has been recognized in 
Presbyterian circles in the Synod of Indiana as has Frank K. 
Zoll, an elder of our church. He has served our church, too, in an 
excellent fashion, especially in the field of finance and organiza- 
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tion. However, his service to the church at large is outstanding. 


Following the second world war the Presbyterian Church raised 
a Restoration Fund of $27,000,000. The Synod of Indiana raised 
almost $900,000, with Mr. Zoll directing the work. He served as 
Lay Commissioner to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., at Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

e: In 1948, Mr. Zoll was 
elected Moderator of the 
Synod of Indiana at Hanover 
after having served for two 
years as Vice-Moderator of 
the Synod. He became by 
this election the third lay- 
man to be elected to this high 
office in the entire 126 years 
of the history of the Synod. 
In 1948 the General Assem- 
bly established a_ special 
Committee on Nominations 
to be composed of five minis- 
ters and five elders chosen 
from the church at large. Mr. 
Zoll was appointed to this 
committee and has served as 

FRANK K. ZOLL secretary of it for the past 
three years. . 

Among many others remembered by all of us for faithful ser- 
vice are Mrs. Ella Meckel, who served for thirty years as treasurer 
of the Women’s Missionary Society; Mrs. C. J. Keller, treasurer, 
and Mrs. E. R. Davis, secretary, for many years of the Ladies’ Aid 
Society; Jeanette Haugh Osborne as church organist and Mrs. 
Minot Cleveland for her contribution to the music of the church; 
Mrs. F. B. Norviel, Mrs. Ivan Olmstead, Elmer P. Smith, and Mrs. 
J. C. Teegarden in Sunday-school work. And no one will forget 
the many others who by their service have made this church live. 
We remember with gratitude the Christmas decorations in our 


church which have been and still are furnished and installed by 


Mrs. T. C. Werbe. gs 
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Mrs. F. G. Stanford, who founded Victory Chapter, served as 
president of Muncie Presbyterial. Mrs. B. R. Stewart, who worked 
so tirelessly in the founding of the Women’s Westminster Asso- 
ciation, is at this writing serving as president of Muncie Presby- 
terial. 


There is a great list of those who served in the Church! But 
what of those who served in the community at large? Of the 
present Board of Directors of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, eight are from our church. Carl F. Nevius, Harry Patter- 
son, and Frank K. Zoll, Presbyterians, have been the General 
Secretaries of the Association, and Mr. Zoll is still in that position. 
Many of our members have served on the Board of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association with Miss Eda Louise Redo and 
Miss Hortense Jones, General Secretaries there. 


The Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts have received many leaders 
from our congregation, and we remember Miss Meta Hilliker, the 
Girl Scout Executive Secretary a few years ago. One observes 
that half the board of directors of the Chamber of Commerce are 
listed on our church roll. To this we add that it was the Reverend 
Dr. Brundage who helped to found the Chamber, and it was 
George T. Hitz, a trustee and elder of our church, who served as 
secretary of the Chamber for over twenty-five years. 


In a recent publication, the Community Chest listed the officers, 
and all were from our congregation. There is Mrs. Harry Neff, 
who served so long in our church, who is now superintendent 
of the Indiana Women’s Prison. Should we go on? We do this to 
illustrate that our church has always maintained a great urge 
to serve the community—that larger fellowship where people live 
and work and worship. 

The rolls of our church are filled with the names of men and 
women who have served as political leaders in our city, state 
and nation. There were those among the founders of our church 
and there are those that have followed them. Of all these, pos- 
sibly none attained national prominence equal to that of Albert 
H. Vestal, who, at the time of his death, April 1, 1932, was serving 
as “Whip” of the majority party in the United States House of 
Representatives. 
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MORE BUSINESSLIKE PROCEDURES 


Shortly after the Reverend Mr. Taggart came, the youth work 
was organized under the Westminster Fellowship and the women’s 
work under the Women’s Westminster Association 

Plans were then made toward reorganizing the work of the 
church. In 1943 our church was incorporated under the laws of 
the state of Indiana. In the fall of that same year the Parish 
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House was opened and a church office was established with Mrs. 
Robert C. Matter as secretary. The upstairs of the Parish House 
was used as an apartment for the secretary. Action was taken on 
October 17, 1945, by the congregation to approve a resolution of 
the Board of Trustees to transfer the church property from the 
Board of Trustees (elected in April, 1943) to the newly incor- 
porated church. Harry G. Neff took care of all legal matters in 
this transaction. 
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Over a period of two years the officers of the church con- 
sidered the development of bylaws, and on November 1, 1944, 
adopted the “Rules and Regulations for the Organization of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Anderson, Indiana.” These bylaws 
set forth the composition, duties, and powers of the official boards 
of the church, the manner of electing them; the committees of 


THE EIGHTH STREET MANSE 


the church, namely, the executive, the finance, the music, the 
house, the education, the endowments, and the ushering com- 
mittees, and their responsibilities. 

In 1947 our church year was changed to the calendar year. 
Previously it had been from April 1 to March 31. In 1948, on 
the recommendation of the Finance Committee, our church 
adopted the single envelope system. During this time the bylaws 
were amended so that they would keep abreast of the various 
changes in the church program. 
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NEW MANSE ACQUIRED IN 1945 


M. E. Van Meter, T. C. Werbe, and H. P. Laib were appointed 
early in the year to investigate the possibility of the purchase of a 
new manse. In August they recommended that we sell the house 
at 408 West Eleventh Street, since the property at 227 West Eighth 
Street, directly behind our church edifice, was more desirable 
as to construction. It was more suited to the needs of the minister 
and his family and to the congregation. And it was now available. 
It could be purchased for $15,000. 

The West Eleventh Street property was sold for $7,500, which 
was applied on the cost of the new manse. In addition, Miss Mar- 
garet Shew’s gift of $5,709.31, and W. L. Day’s gift of $1,000 were 
used. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN NEW CURRICULUM 


About 1940 the Board of Christian Education of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., began to evaluate the church-school 
material being used by its churches. Seven years were spent in 
developing a better curriculum, which was finished in 1948. 

This material is designed to give greater help to teachers and, 
very-essential to its success, to enlist the co-operation of parents. 
Both these aims are for the purpose of producing more lasting 
results in the lives of the pupils. Its official title is “Christian 
Faith and Life—a Program for Church and Home.” 

This ‘New Curriculum” was adopted by our congregation in 
1948. We began using it in October of that year. In a few months 
results began to be evident. The secretary of our Sunday school 
reported to our annual congregational meeting in January that 
the average attendance had increased from 140 to 205. 

Features of this New Curriculum pointed out by Christian 
educators are these: It is organized around three consecutive 
main themes: Jesus Christ, the Bible, and the Church. It is built 
on the departmental graded system for these departments: ° 
nursery, kindergarten, primary, junior, junior high, senior-young 
people, and adult (added in 1950). It enlists the co-operation of 
the home and parents. It introduces home reading books to increase 
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the religious library. It provides activity materials in most depart- 
ments, which are correlated with the teaching program. It is 
theologically consistent with the doctrinal standards of the Re- 
formed Faith. The Bible is the basic textbook. It is evangelical 
and missions-minded. 


OUR CHURCH BEFRIENDS A “DISPLACED” FAMILY 


In the fall of 1949 there was a great deal of discussion con- 
cerning the possibility of our church’s sponsoring a displaced 
person. This developed following a talk given before the West- 
minster Association by a Latvian woman who had come to the 
United States under this new program. On October 5, 1949, the 
Session passed a motion authorizing the Moderator to appoint a 
committee for the purpose of exploring this matter. The committee 
appointed was composed of Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Ewing (chair- 
men), Mr. and Mrs. C. O. Davisson, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Falge, 
Mr. and Mrs. Erle Foland, and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hines. 


At a special executive board meeting of the Westminster 
Association, called by Mrs. Albert Schaefer, president, it was 
agreed that the Westminster Association would aid financially in 
the program to the extent of $1,000 if necessary. 


Mr. Davisson presented the results of the committee’s work 
to the Session on January 22, 1950, and the Session voted unani- 
mously to make application for a family on behalf of our church. 
The report further stated that it would be necessary for our 
church to secure sufficient living quarters, offer a job with at 
least $30.00 per week, and take care of traveling expenses from 
port of landing to Anderson. 

Under the supervision of Mrs. C. B. Moore, Special Projects 
Committee chairman of the Westminster Association, plans were 
started immediately to locate used household furnishings to be 
donated by members of the congregation to equip a home for the 
family when it should arrive. | 

So many months elapsed with no word about a family, that hope 
had almost been abandoned that we would be able to share in this 
program. Finally, on the afternoon of Monday, December 18, 
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1950, the Reverend Mr. Taggart received a telephone call from 
New York. A family consisting of a father, a mother, three chil- 
dren (two girls and a boy), would arrive in New York City on 
Thursday and would be in Anderson on Friday, December 22. 

The committee met and decided to accept the family, and 
then feverish preparations were set in motion. Providentially, 
a five-room house owned by Mr. Davisson was to be vacated on 
Wednesday, and was made available as a home for the family. 
Mrs. Moore and her committee located the household furnishings 
and a truck was obtained and the furniture moved to the house 
on Thursday evening, December 21. 

On Friday the Taggart family greeted and entertained the 
Haharins while a group of women from the Westminster Asso- 
ciation arranged the home for its new occupants. The family was 
able to spend its first night in Anderson in its new home. 

On Sunday, December 24, a special collection was taken to 
provide clothing for the family, and in the afternoon, following 
our Christmas pageant, a reception was held for the family at 
which time members of the congregation brought gifts of non- 
perishable food and toys for the children. 

By Christmas Day, just one week after our first notice of their 
impending arrival, the Haharins, Gregory and Eudokia, the 
parents, and Olga, age seventeen, Oleh, age ten, and Tamara, age 
seven, were settled in their new home and were well on their 
way to becoming acquainted with their new church and their 
new country. 


LATEST REMODELING PROJECT 


During the summer of 1948 services of the church were dis- 
continued for a period of several weeks while the entire church 
underwent a program of renovation. This program was begun in 
1947 when it had been considered necessary to redecorate the 
sanctuary. It was discovered that the wiring was bad and that 
the church would have to be rewired. Some felt that the light-: 
ing was inadequate, the heating system antiquated and the kitchen 
uninviting. When the total program got under way the following 
things happened. 
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| Fourteen new Gothic lanterns were designed and hung in the 
Sanctuary and in the Sunday school room. The old lanterns were 
used in the vestibules. The old boilers were removed and a new 
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oil-fired steel boiler was put in. The heating system was engi- 
neered from a gravity steam system to a vacuum system. New 


radiators were installed with individual thermostatic control. In 
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order to handle all this the church was completely rewired. The 


basement was repainted and new fluorescent lights installed 
throughout. 
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PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 


The kitchen was completely changed by putting in new steel 
cabinets, serving tables, sinks, electric Silex coffee maker, and 


two new ranges with exhaust ventilation. There was much re- 
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plastering needed throughout the church and when this was 
done the entire church was decorated with the Sanctuary com- 
pleted in autumnal color with a Tiffany finish. 


The total program cost in excess of $28,000.00. Many people 
gave especially to this program and many helped, but mention 
should be made of the wonderful service rendered by J. Wilson 
Barber and M. E. Van Meter of the Board of Trustees, and Mrs. 
T. C. Milne, Chairman of the House Committee of the Women’s 
Westminster Association. 


OUR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PROGRAM DEVELOPS 


The adoption of the New Curriculum of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., in the fall of 1948, has helped many of us to 
see the great possibilities and 
responsibilities that are ours 
in this area of our work. 
When our budget for 1950 
was set up, additional funds 
were allocated to provide for 
securing a Director of Chris- 
tian Education. 


At a called meeting of the 
Session on Sunday morning, 
August 13, the Moderator 
announced “that the object 
of this meeting was to extend 
a call to Miss Relda Jean 
Wright, a Commissioned 
Church Worker, to become 
Director of Christian Ed- 
ucation in our church and 
to invite the congregation to 
concur with the Session in 
requesting Presbytery to have her installed in this capacity.” 

At a called meeting of the congregation a week later ‘it was 
moved and passed to grant the Session permission to extend a 
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call to Miss Relda Jean Wright as Director of Christian Education 

of our church.” 

Miss Wright, who is the daughter of a Presbyterian minister, 
the Reverend Leigh O. Wright, D.D., attended Park College and 
| the College of Wooster, being graduated from the latter in 1946. 
_ She received her M.A. degree from Presbyterian College of Chris- 
tian Education at McCormick Seminary in 1949. She was a Teach- 
ing Fellow with the Board of Christian Education and served as 
Director of Christian Education at the First Presbyterian Church 
at Manhattan, Kansas, before coming to Anderson on September 
11950. 

Early in 1951 a Council of Christian Education was set up 
to act in the name of the Session and to be responsible to them. 
The council is to plan for and make certain that Christian educa- 
tion is made basic in our church, at the same time correlating 
Christian education with all other emphases of our work. This 
council is composed of the Committee on Education of the Session 
plus five members from the congregation appointed by this com- 
_ mittee with the advice of the pastor and the director of Christian 

education. 


PLANS FOR OUR CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


Two years ago we began making plans to celebrate the cen- 
tennial of the founding of our church. We decided that the 
Executive Committee should be composed of the present officers 
of the organization of the church along with the chairmen of the 
standing committees of the church. Thus on May 3, 1900, the 
Session created this Executive Committee for the Centennial 
Celebration and named the following personnel: The Reverend 
Mr. Taggart, chairman; Frank K. Zoll, Finance and Music Com- 
mittee chairman; Everett L. Fleck, House Committee chairman; 
M. E. Van Meter, Endowment Committee chairman; Dares T, 
Fisher, Ushering Committee chairman; B. R. Stewart, clerk of 
the Session; George A. Coburn, chairman of the Trustees; Robert | 
Beck, secretary of the Trustees; Fred E. Smith, chairman of the 
Deacons; George Surbaugh, secretary-treasurer of the Deacons; 
Robert C. Matter, Sunday-school superintendent; Natalia Beck, 
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president of Tuxis Club; Mrs. F. A. Schaefer, president of the 
Women’s Westminster Association; J. B. Martin, chairman of 
the Men’s Council. 

This committee established Friday, September 14, 1951, as 
the Centennial Day and authorized the program of celebration to 
be built around this day or the week thereof. In order to facilitate 
matters, four sub-committees were established. 


CHRISTENING, PALM SUNDAY, 1951 


The Program Committee was charged with the responsibilities 
of developing the program for the Centennial celebration, pub- 
licity, and entertainment of visitors. This committee is composed 
of Robert C. Matter and Mrs. F. A. Schaefer (co-chairmen), Mrs. 
Frank Allis, David Dunbar, Mrs. Robert Hines, Mrs. Griffith 
Jones, Mrs. Maurice Lupton, Mrs. J. B. Martin, Dr. Francis M. 
Williams, Glen M. Rogers, Loris Conrad, and Paul L. Schneider. 
This committee reports that the celebration will be threefold: 
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: Friday, September 14, “The Past”; Saturday, September 15, 
“The Present”; Sunday, September 16, “The Future.” Dr. 
Charles T. Leber of New York City, secretary of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., has been se- 
cured as the speaker for the banquet on September 15 and the 
worship service on September 16. | 

The Historical Committee was charged with the preparation 


COMMUNION, PALM SUNDAY, 1951 


of a book containing the history of the church. Members of the 
/committee are Robert Beck and Everett L. Fleck (co-chairmen), 
| Mrs. Earl Bassett, Mrs. Robert Beck, B. H. Taylor, Robert Shoe- 
| mates. Mark Matthew, Elmer Smith, Miss Bess Goodykoontz, 
‘Mrs. F. J. Misner, Mrs. I. C. Olmstead, Miss Margaret Vande- 
| vender, Catlin Whitehead, Earl Bassett and Mrs. J. L. Koubek. 

The Executive Committee thought that this celebration should 
be more than a mere glance at the record. Since the membership 
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of the church within the past eight years had increased from 
about five hundred to more than a thousand, the demands for 
space in the church had to be met. This Centennial celebration 
would offer an opportunity for raising funds and building an 
educational unit to increase the efficiency of the church as we 
begin the second one hundred years. The committee for planning 
such a building is composed of M. E. Van Meter and Dan T. Fisher 
(co-chairmen), Mrs. Robert L. Austin, Wright C. Cotton, Arthur 
V. Fontaine, Robert N. Falge, Mrs. Nellie Alford Hill, Harold P. 
Laib, R. H. Roberts, Thomas C. Werbe, Jr., A. S. McArt, and 
Ernest E. Henning. 

To the end just described, the congregation on Sunday, May 
20, 1951, authorized the Board of Trustees to purchase the prop- 
erty east of the Parish House. This lot, together with the lot 
on which the Parish House stands, gives the church sufficient 
ground on which to build any projected educational plant. This 
additional lot, 50x108 feet, will cost the church $13,900, but it 
gives the church 100 feet of frontage on Ninth Street with a depth 
of 108 feet. 

The Centennial Fund Committee has been charged with the 
responsibility of raising a special fund of $200,000 for the purpose 
of building this educational unit. The committee is composed of 
Frank K. Zoll and George A. Coburn (co-chairmen), T. C. Werbe, 
J. B. Martin, B. F. Timmons, George A. Griffith, Frank H. Allis, 
Byron Stewart, Dr. John C. Drake, C. O. Davisson, Dr. James L. 
Doenges, Warren P. Miller. Plans are under way to conduct this 
campaign during the summer and fall, and pledges will be payable 
over the years 1952 and 1953. 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS WELL DONE 


Yes, one hundred years of work in the Master’s kingdom have 
brought us joy and tears, hardship and prosperity, giving and 
receiving, but all, we trust, to the glory of God. Our church has 
sought through these years to bring vision and inspiration to 
the people of our community and to those unseen neighbors 
around the world. 

The “faith of our fathers” which has brought meaning to our 
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own lives gives us courage to look down the long road of the 
future with hope that our children and our children’s children 
will always be able to look to our church for the same guidance 
and inspiration that have blessed us all our days. 

We long, too, that the generosity and unselfish giving of time 
and talent by our forefathers may inspire many a future generation 
to give its all to the furthering of the kingdom of God on earth. 
We know that the church makes possible God’s bringing to fruition 
the best in the lives of each of us. It contributes to the character 
of our families and of our nation as well as to the personalities 
of every one of us. We pray that its influence may continue always 
in our midst. 

And now, not in any lack of appreciation for all the wonderful 
past, but because progress comes only with the forward look, 
we say with Paul, “forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of 
us who are mature be thus minded; and if in anything you are 
otherwise minded, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us 
hold true to what we have attained.” 
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APPENDIX I 


HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S.A. 
By the Reverend George S. Taggart 


The history of the Presbyterian Church in America follows closely 
the development of our own country. The Virginia Colony was a 
Puritan colony. The Reverend Alexander Whitaker, “the apostle of 
Virginia,” was the son of one of the authors of the Calvinistic Lambeth 
articles. Cotton Mather wrote that of “21,000 Puritans landing in New 
England between 1620 and 1640, four thousand were Presbyterians.” 


The first historically recorded Presbyterian Church in America was 
at Hempstead, Long Island, and was founded in 1644. In 1678, the 
governor of the New York Province wrote to Charles II concerning 
religion in the colonies: “There are religions of all sorts; one Church 
of England, several Presbyterians and Independents, Quakers, Ana- 
baptists of several sects, some Jews, but Presbyterians and Inde- 
pendents are most numerous and substantial.” 


In- 1683, the Reverend Francis Makemie arrived in Maryland—very 
energetic—and founded seven Presbyterian churches in Maryland. A 
roving evangelist, he preached from New York to South Carolina. 
He became the actual founder of organized American Presbyterianism. 


The first Presbytery was formed as the Presbytery of Philadelphia 
in 1706. In 1717 the first Synod was formed, comprised of four Presby- 
teries. In 1729 the church, in the “Adopting Act of 1729” by the 
Synod of Philadelphia, accepted “‘the Westminster Confession of Faith” 
as the basis of faith for the American church. The American church, 
however, deleted from the Confession of Faith the right of the civil 
magistrate to persecute any for their religion. This was the first act 
by any American church of the declaration of separation of church 
and state, as we know it in America. 

In 1718 William Tennent with his four sons, and by help of the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia, established the “Log College.” In 1746 the 
“Tog College” passed out of existence, but its president, the Reverend 
Jonathan Dickinson, succeeded in establishing a new school to take 
its place in New Jersey. When Dickinson died, the Reverend Aaron 


103 &” 


eae eee 


APPENDICES 


Burr helped to establish this College of New Jersey at Princeton in 
1755. Out of this one college, fifty colleges and universities grew. 


In 1759 the Synods of New York and Philadelphia secured a charter 
from the government of Pennsylvania to form “a corporation for 
the Relief of Poor and Distressed Widows and Children of Presbyterian 
Ministers.” This is the first scientific actuarial plan for insurance 
organization in the world. It is the forerunner of all insurance and 
pension systems. It is the oldest old line insurance company in existence, 
known today as the “Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund.” 


During the Revolutionary period, of the 3,000,000 population in the 
colonies, about 900,000 were Presbyterians or Calvinists of Scotch- 
Irish descent. That is why Ranke, the German historian, says, “John 
Calvin is the practical founder of America.” 


John Witherspoon, signer of the Declaration of Independence and 
president of Princeton, traveled up and down the colonies in rallying 
the people to the cause of freedom. This led Horace Walpole, in the 
English Parliament, to say, “Cousin America has run off with a 
Presbyterian parson.” 


On May 21, 1789, three weeks after George Washington took the 
oath of office as the first president of the United States, leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church from the Synod of New York and New Jersey, 
the Synod of Philadelphia, the Synod of Virginia, and the Synod of 
the Carolinas met in Philadelphia for a General Assembly of the 
church. This is the first General Assembly of our church in America, 
and John Witherspoon was elected Moderator. 


Following the Revolution, the Presbyterian Church spread westward 
with the growth of the country. That growth was not numerically 
strong, for the Presbyterian Church refused to ordain lay preachers 
but required an exacting educational discipline for ordination. The 
church was active in its missionary program and in the development of 
colleges and universities. The great Marcus Whitman expedition to the 
Northwest was a Presbyterian mission. The first wheels to roll over 
the Oregon Trail were on the carts of Presbyterian missionaries. The 
first white women to cross the Oregon Trail were the wives of Presby- 
terian ministers and missionaries going to the Northwest. In the early 
days, Indiana Presbyterians established churches and religious insti- 
tutions. The first Presbyterian Church to be established in Indiana was 
in Vincennes in 1806. The next was at Charlestown in 1812. That is, 
the churches now in existence in those towns were founded on these 
dates. Several other Presbyterian churches were established along the 
Ohio River as the population increased. Moving up from the Ohio 
River valley, south from the Detroit area, and east from Ohio, other 
Presbyterian churches were gradually established, until today the 
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Presbyterian Church in the Synod of Indiana has over three hundred | 
churches with some 85,000 members. 

The Presbyterian Church has always stood in the forefront of 
education. A Presbyterian minister, the Reverend John Crowe, led 
in the establishment of Hanover College in 1827 (oldest Liberal Arts 
college in Indiana). Later a group of Presbyterian ministers and lay- 
men, in 1832, established Wabash College. | 

As in most American Protestant churches, there have been splits 
and unions in the Presbyterian Church. In 1810 the Cumberland 
Church withdrew, mainly through the refusal of the Presbyterian 
Church to establish lay preachers. In 1837 the Old and New Schools 
separated through theological differences. In 1858 the United Presby- 
terian Church withdrew because of increasing liberality in the church. 
In 1861 the church split over the issue of slavery. In 1870 the Old and 
New School in the U.S.A. Church (North) united. In 1906 the Cumber- 
land Church returned to the main branch. Hopes and prayers are 
that the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. (North), and the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. (South), may soon unite. 
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Edward Scofield 
B. F. Griswold 
John Hanna 
John S. Craig 
A. S. Reid 

W. M. Grimes 
Henry W. Wood 
W. I. Hall 

R. H. McDonald 
Charles Kanouse 


W. H. Ziegler 
M. E. Hedding 
S. N. Wilson 

J. M. Wright 
CYP. Luce 

J. A. Rondthaler 
B. F. Brundage 


A. Christie Brown 
Frank K. Baker 
George Taggart 
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1851 - 
1861 - 
1862 - 
1867 - 
1868 - 
1871 - 
1876 - 
1879 - 
1881 - 
1882 - 
1885 - 
1891 - 
1892 - 


1897 - 


1899 - 
1908 - 


1912 - 


(during World War I) 


MINISTERS OF THE ANDERSON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 


The following ministers have faithfully served this church through 
the years, 1851 to 1951: 


1861 
1862 
1867 
1868 
1870 
1876 
1878 
1881 
1882 
1884 
1891 
1892 
1896 
1899 
1908 
1911 
1921 


1921 - 1942 


1942 - 
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ELDERS, DEACONS, TRUSTEES, OFFICERS 


Following is a list of the elders, trustees, and deacons of the Ander- 
son church. The list is not complete, because there are periods for 
which there are no records, and occasions when names were not re- 
corded in the Minutes. However, this list is as complete as research 
could make it, and any omissions are unintentional and because there is 
no record. 


ELDERS 
Matthew, John September 14, 1851 
Winslow, S. S. September 14, 1851 
Wilson, Hugh B. December 27, 1857 
Hazlett, James November 11, 1859 
Robinson, Milton S. November 11, 1859 
Barnes, Thomas October 10, 1864 
Beachler, Jacob October 10, 1864 
Goodykoontz, Eli B. April 5, 1874 
Spann, Dr. B. F. April 5, 1874 
Chittenden, Dr. E. J. April 5, 1874 | 
Spencer, B. F. November 29, 1876 
Ross, Alexander March 3, 1877 
Thompson, Howell D. March 11, 1877 
Wagoner, W. M. October 12, 1878 
Bomberger, A. F. June 7, 1885 
Wallace, Robert April 7; 1889 
Leib, Lewis March 12, 1891 
McHolme, R. G. March 12, 1891 
Reynolds, Albert May 8, 1892 
Stein, Herman J. April 6, 1893 
Alford, W. T. April 5, 1894 
Greyer, George’ April 5, 1894 
Hopkins, Wm. 1896 
Voris, G. W. 1898 
Masters, M. I. 1898 
Lilly, George 1899 
Gilchrist, G. W. 1900 
Haugh, Benjamin O. 1902 
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Stanton, W. H. 
Bennehoff, J. G. 
Prather, E. R. 
Fry, AGT: 
Cleveland, Minot 
Tousey, M. S. 
Davis, L. C. 
Slaymaker, Glenda B. 
Atherton, W. W. 
Spaulding, J. E. 
Stanton, Wm. H. 
Carter, D. C. 
Slick, E. E. 
Matthew, Edward H. 
Gates, Frank M. 
Olmstead, Ivan 
Birge, Arthur B. 
Rodecap, O. M. 
Nevius, Chas. F. 
Miller, J. B. 
Surbaugh, W. H. 
Stitt, Charles 
Fairchild, W. H. 
Durbin, H. C. 
Baer, Oren 
Pettit, Rollin 
Patterson, Harry 
Sibbert, Robert 
Stebbing, L. T. 
Smith, Elmer P. 
Cronk, H. A. 
Rodecap, Ray 
Reveal, Robert 
Timmons, B. F. 
Latham, W. H. 
Austin, Dr. M. A. 
Snorf, Charles 
Lilly, Mrs. George 
Williams, Robert 
Phelps, W. E. 
Davisson, W. E. 
Zoll, Frank K. 
Baker, Frank S. 
Matthew, Mark 
Stewart, B. R. 
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Laib, H. P. 1943 
Wishard, Dr. Fred B. 7 1944 
Fleck, Everett L. 1945 
Cummings, Charles L. 1945 
Milne, Thomas C. 1945 
Julius, Gordon E. 1945 
Drake, Dr. John C. 1946 
Nesbit, Dr. L. L. ~~ 1946 
Vanarsdall, Dr. W. A. H. 1946 
Shillingford, Chester 1946 
Hitz, George T. 1947 
Werbe, T. C. 1949 
Henning, E. E. 1949 
McArt, A. S. 1949 
Marvel, Thomas J. 1949 
Hines, Robert 1951 
Jones, Griffith 1951 
Martin, James B. | TIL 
Matter, Robert C. 1951 
DEACONS 
Collis, James D. November 1, 1859 
Stone, O. P. November 1, 1859 
Ryan, Dr. Thomas W. October 27, 1864 
Ewing, E. October 27, 1864 
Wild, J. F. March 1886 
Henderson, Charles April 7, 1889 
Garvey, Clifford April 5, 1894 
Blake, John April 5, 1894 
Lilly, George April 5, 1894 
Haugh, B. O. April 5, 1894 
Fisher, Thomas C. April 5, 1894 
Dunlop, M. M. April 5, 1894 
Ewing, Charles April 9, 1895 
Greyer, George 1896 
Voris, George 1897 
Kerr, J. G. . 1897 
Durbin, H.-C. 1897 
Masters, M. I. 1898 
Teegarden, Calvin 1898 
Cleveland, Minot April 6, 1899 
Bennehoff, John April 1, 1900 
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Randall, John A., Jr. 
Ravenscraft, William, Jr. 

Mrs. William Ravenscraft, Jr. 


et EE OL LLL I DLO LIE 


Rayl, Edward H. 

Mrs. Edward H. Rayl 

Bradley Alan Rayl 

Ralph Clinton Goldsberry 
Reed, C. Hadley 

Mrs. C. Hadley Reed 
Reed, Raymond A. 

Mrs. Raymond A. Bead 
Reed, Mrs. M. C. 

Reeder, James W. 

Mrs. James W. Reeder 

Eleanor Tracy Reeder 
Reighard, Charles 

Mrs. Charles Reighard 
Reveal, Robert 

Robert Reveal, Jr. 
Richards, Mrs. William T. 
Richardson, Miss Marjorie 
Richey, Mrs. Robert S. 
Richwine, Mrs. Carl 
Riggs, Robert R. 

Mrs. Robert R. Riggs 
Riley, Miss Betty 
Riley, Karl B. 

Mrs. Karl B. Riley 
Riley, Miss Mary Helen 
Ritter, Mrs. C. E. 

Ritter, James B. 

Mrs. James B. Ritter 
Ritter, Warren 

Mrs. Warren Ritter 
Roberts, Rabie H. 

Mrs. Rabie H. Roberts 

Nancy Ellen Roberts 

Julia Ann Roberts 

Mary Frances Roberts 
Robinson, Mrs. John I. 
Rock, Robert Lee 
Rodecap, Mrs. C. Ray 
Rodecap, Jack E. 

Mrs. Jack E. Rodecap 
Rodecap, Ralph V. 

Mrs. Ralph V. Rodecap 
Rogers, Mrs. Donald A. 
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Rogers, Glen 

Mrs. Glen Rogers 
Rogers, Miss Margaret 
Rolfs, Mrs. Lenora 
Rollinger, Ray R. 

Mrs. Ray R. Rollinger 

Jack Rollinger 
Ronsheim, Mrs. Katherine 
Ross, Lloyal A. 

Mrs. Lloyal A. Ross 
Rossin, Mrs. Jack I. 

Phillip Stearns Rossin 

Mary Ellen Rossin 
Rotruck, Clarence D. 


Mrs. Clarence D. Rotruck 


Deborah Ann Rotruck 
Roush, George L. 

Mrs. George L. Roush 

Barbara Lee Roush 
Rowan, Mrs. Henry 
Rowe, Teddy 
Rutherford, Ira Ollie 


Mrs. Ira Ollie Rutherford 


Ryan, Mrs. Thomas 
Sackett, Miss Ethyl 


Satterfield, Mrs. Martha Cook 


Savage, Clifford 

Mrs. Clifford Savage 
Savage, Robert E. 

Mrs. Robert E. Savage 
Schaefer, Anita Louise 
Schaefer, F. A. 

Mrs. F. A. Schaefer 

Frances Schaefer 
Scheel, Joan Marie 
Schiewe, Robert N. 
Schneider, Paul L. 

Mrs. Paul L. Schneider 

Mary Beth Schneider 
Sears, Richard T. 

Mrs. Richard T. Sears 
See, Elmer 

Mrs. Elmer See 
Sefton, Mrs. G. Brook, Jr. 

G. Brook Sefton, III 
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Seipel, Charles J. 

Mrs. Charles J. Seipel 
Seipel, William R. 

Mrs. William R. Seipel 

Wilbur Seipel 
Shearer, Mrs. Robert L. 
Shillingford, Chester 
Shine, Gerald P. ~~ 

Mrs. Gerald P. Shine 
Shipley, Miss Hazel 
Shoemaker, Robert W., Jr. 

Mrs. Robert W. Shoemaker, Jr. 
Shoemaker, Dr. W. R. 

Mrs. W. R. Shoemaker 
Short, Mrs. Mary 
Sibbert, Robert 

Mrs. Robert Sibbert 
Silverthorn, Kenneth 

Mrs. Kenneth Silverthorn 
Simon, Mrs. L. L. 
Simpson, Mrs. Ernest J. 
Singer, Harold 
Slater, George R. 

Mrs. George R. Slater 
Slinkard, George A. 

Mrs. George A. Slinkard 
Sloan, Clark E., Jr. 
Smiley, William H. 

Mrs. William H. Smiley 
Smith, Charles S. 

Mrs. Charles S. Smith 
Smith, Mrs. D. I. 

Smith, Elmer P. 

Mrs. Elmer P. Smith 
Smith, Ernest A. 

Mrs. Ernest A. Smith 

Herschel Smith 
Smith, Everett B. 

Mrs. Everett B. Smith 

Judiann Smith 
Smith, Frederick E. 

Mrs. Frederick E. Smith 
Smith, Dr. Harry A. 
Smith, Herbert F. 

Mrs. Herbert F. Smith 
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Smith, R. Raymond 
Mrs. R. Raymond Smith 
Barbara Ann Smith 
Carol Jean Smith 

Smith, Robert 

Smith, Walter 
Mrs. Walter Smith 

Snorf, Charles H. 

Mrs. Charles H. Snorf 
Stanford, Mrs. Floyd G. 
Staggs, Betty Louise 
Starr, Mrs. James M. 

Frances Starr 
Stebbing, L. T. 


_ Steinkamp, Mrs. Marie Robinson 


Stelle, Mrs. C. B. 
Barbara Stelle 
James Stelle 

Stephens. Mrs. Blanche 

Stevens, Howard 
Mrs. Howard Stevens 

Steves, Walter W. 

Mrs. Walter W. Steves 
Patricia Lee Steves 
Mary Darlene Steves 

Stewart, B. R. 

Mrs. B. R. Stewart 

Stewart, Byron 
Mrs. Byron Stewart 
Adrienne Stewart 
Carolyn Stewart 
Sara Geneva Stewart 

Stewart, Russell S. 
Mrs. Russell S. Stewart 
Patsy Lou Stewart 

Stewart, Mrs. Simeon 

Fred M. Stewart 

Stilson, Mrs. E. R. 

Stitt, Charles 
Mrs. Charles Stitt 

Stivel, Mrs. Leo 

Stone, Harry A. 

Mrs. Harry A. Stone 
Betty Jean Stone 
Suzanne Stone 


Stow, Alfred W. 

Mrs. Alfred W. Stowe 

Marilyn J. Stow 

Robert Lee Stow 
Suits, Mrs. Allan Poe 
Sundeen, Carl J. 

Mrs. Carl J. Sundeen 
Surbaugh, Miss Anna E. ,. 
Surbaugh, George H. , 


Mrs. George H. Surbaugh 


Surbaugh, William H. 


Mrs. William H. Surbaugh 


Swan, Dr. Richard C. 

Mrs. Richard C. Swan 
Swinford, Donald G. 
Taggart, Mrs. George S. 

Elizabeth Mae Taggart 

Margaret Jo Taggart 
Tarvin, Mrs. Harold L. 
Taylor, Bertrand H. 

Mrs. B. H. Taylor 

Sheila Taylor 
Taylor, Claude O. 

Mrs. C. O. Taylor 
Taylor, Robert H. 

Mrs. Robert H. Taylor 
Terrill, Mrs. Mae Ruth 
Thomas, Mrs. Robert E. 
Thompson, Mrs. Edward O. 
Timmons, B. F. 

Mrs. B. F. Timmons 
Timmons, Daniel B. 

Vicky Ann Timmons 
Tindall, Miss Bess 
Tinder, Mrs. Pauline T. 

William F. Tinder 
Tinney, Miss Martha 
Todd, Mrs. Olive F. 
Toedtmann, Carl H. 

Mrs. Carl H. Toedtmann 
Tompkins, Mrs. Charles E. 
Totten, George L. 

Mrs. George L. Totten 
Turner, Mrs. Alfred 
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Turnquist, Edward 

Mrs. Edward Turnquist 
Ulmer, Miss Margaret 
Urban, Mrs. Stella H. 
Urban, W. Harter 

Isabel Class Urban 
Vanarsdall, Dr. W. A. H. 

Mrs. W. A. H. Vanarsdall 

Diane Vanarsdall 

David Vanarsdall 
Vandevender, Miss Lucy Margaret 
VanMeter, M. E. 

Mrs. M. E. WanMeter 

John Edward VanMeter 
VanPelt, Miss Minnie 
Van Vecten, J. J. 
Veazey, Mrs. Harold L. 

Karen Kay Veazey 
Vermillion, Mrs. Virginia R. 

Robert J. Vermillion 
Vermillion, Edward C. 
Vestal, Miss Vivian 
Vinnedge, Mrs. Martha L. 
Walker, Mrs. Victor L. 
Wall, Miss Josephine 
Waltz, Mrs. Robert 
Waldo, Weldon M. 

Mrs. Weldon M. Waldo 

William Edward Waldo 
Wappel, John 

Mrs. John Wappel 
Warner, Mrs. Mary 

Shirley Mae Warner 
Waymire, Joseph S. 
Weatherford, Gale 

Mrs. Gale Weatherford 

Sarah Sue Weatherford 
Webb, Fred 

Mrs. Fred Webb 
Weber, Charles N. 

Mrs. Charles N. Weber 
Webster, Loris R. 

Mrs. Loris R. Webster 

Richard Webster 
Wedge, Mrs. A. C. 
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Werbe, Richard H. 
Werbe, T. C. 

Mrs. T. C. Werbe | 
Werbe, Thomas C., Jr. 

Mrs. Thomas C. Werbe, Jr. 
Werking, Mrs. Norman 
Wert, Mrs. Michael J. 

West, Boone L. re 
West, George E. 

Mrs. George E. West 
Whetstone, Robert 

Mrs. Robert Whetstone 
Whitaker, William ‘B. , 

Mrs. William B. Whitaker 
White, Claude 
~ Mrs. Claude White 
White, Joe 

Mrs. Joe White 

David White 

John Robert White 
Whitehead, Richard C. 
Whitehead, Wm. Catlin 

Mrs. Wm. Catlin Whitehead 
Whittaker, Clyde F. 

Mrs. Clyde F. Whittaker 

James C. Whittaker 

Dianne Whittaker 
Whittenberger, Miss Dorothy 
Wikle, Edward E. 

Mrs. Edward E. Wikle 
Wilcox, Miss Mary 
Williams, Dr. Francis M., Jr. 


Mrs. Francis M. Williams, Jr. 


Barbara Rose Williams 
Willoughby, G. Robert 

Mrs. G. Robert Willoughby 

Robert S. Willoughby 
Wilson, Mrs. Edna 
Wilson, Mrs. James M. 
Wilson, Philip W. 

Mrs. Philip W. Wilson 


Wiseheart, Rex, Jr. 

Mrs. Rex Wiseheart, Jr. 
Wishard, Mrs. Fred B. 

Florence Wishard 

Mary Elizabeth Wishard 
Wohlberg, Chester A. 

Mrs. Chester A. Wohlberg 
Wood, Heabert B. 

Mrs. Heabert B. Wood 

Eleanor Joan Wood 

Marilyn Kay Wood 
Wood, Mrs. Ray 
Worster, Dr. Paul T. 

Mrs. .Paul T. Worster 
Wright, Mrs. Fred 
Wright, Mrs. Iredell H. 
Wright, Miss Relda Jean 
York, Fred W. 

Mrs. Fred W. York 

Joanne York 

Lyle York 
Young, Carl W. 

Young, Kenneth 

Mrs. Kenneth Young 
Young, William D. 

Mrs. W. D. Young 
Youngblood, Mrs. Charles 
Zankl, Mrs. John 
Zeigler, Mrs. Roy A. 
Zierer, Dr. Reuben O. 

Mrs. Reuben O. Zierer 

Sabra Ann Zierer 

David George Zierer 
Zimmerman, Mrs. James R. 
Zimmerman, Mrs. Richard H. 
Zoll, Frank K. 

Mrs. Frank K. Zoll 
Zwickel, Edwin A. 

Mrs. Edwin A. Zwickel 
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APPENDICES 


CONTRIBUTORS WHO ARE NOT COMMUNICANT MEMBERS 


Mr. 
Mr. 


and Mrs. R. H. Alexander 
and Mrs. F. M. Armstrong 


Mrs. P. E. Bardsley 


. and Mrs. J. H. Bolles 

. and Mrs. Burl G. Boston 

. and Mrs. R. H. Braswell 

. and Mrs. Arthur Brady 

. and Mrs. Joseph W. Campbell 
. and Mrs. Roy Click 

. and Mrs. C. L. Clinger 

. and Mrs. Seth Ellis 

. James Ford 

. and Mrs. Stewart Garlic 
.-and Mrs. Chester Grey, Jr. 
. and Mrs. Bruce D. Gribben 
. Clayton Hornbeck 

. and Mrs. K. K. Kanable 

. L. M. Keesling 

. and Mrs. J. E. Mason 

. and Mrs. Wilbur R. Martin 
. and Mrs. Burton G. McCullough 
. Neel M. McCullough 

. and Mrs. Norman R. Miller 
. and Mrs. H. B. Moore 

oGe. Te Morgan 

. Linfield Myers 

. and Mrs. Paul J. Pflasterer 
. and Mrs. Frank P. Phelps 

. and Mrs. John T. Rock 

. Simeon Stewart 

. and Mrs. Don R. Sutherland 
. and Mrs. Clarence E. Tice 

. and Mrs. Ross Trisler 

. and Mrs. George E. West 

. and Mrs. Cecil Whitehead 

. and Mrs. Ross Wise 
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APPENDIX V 


A GRAPH OF MEMBERSHIP GROWTH BY YEARS 
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OF THE : 


Sirst Jireshuterian Church 


OF | 
Anderson, Pudiana 
esa! -~ 195] : 


September 14, 15 and 16 | 


The Reberend George S. Taggart, Minister | 
Relda Jean Wright, Director of Lineation 
Nelda Roudek, Church Secretary 
Sirs. Sherman Harlan, Organist and Director 
Paul A. Basis, Gustodian 


Or — — — 


Friday Khening, September 14, 1951 
7:30 38. St. 


ORGAN PRELUDE: “Organ Suite” .........: eee cseenee tere teseteeeees Homer Bartlett 
SILENT PRAYER-ORGAN-CHIMES: 


*PROCESSIONAL HYMN: No. 77, “Our God, our Help in ages past” 
Note: The congregation will stand and join in the singing of this hymn. 


"THE INVOCATION 
“THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 


A SEASON'OE HYMN SINGING S (098 5.c.cc occ. cee cc. Meee es Paul Wykoff, Directing 
Velma Clarke, Organist 
A SPAGEAN Tornoe ete erage iss vcs nave nt evee emnerie tasers H. A. Kallenberg, Narrator 
John C. Matthew - Self Parishioner - Mrs. James G. Pierce 
- Rev. George S. Taggart - Self Parishioner - William H. Jones 
John Matthew - Loris Conrad Parishioner - Stanley Jacke 
Nancy Matthew - Gertrude Gehrke Rev. A. S. Reid - Clark Sloan, Jr. 
S. S. Winslow - Fred E. Smith Jacob Beachler - Louis W. Murray 
Martha Ann Winslow - Mrs. John Dick Clerk of Session - R. H. Roberts 
Winslow child - Frankie Dick Dr. Charles P. Luce - Robert Matter 
Elizabeth Hazlett - Mrs. R. H. Roberts George Lilly - Wayne Hostetler 
Parishioner - Mrs. W. N. Waldo Judge Henry Ryan - Robert Perry 
James Baker - Gale Weatherford J. G. Kerr - William Moroney 
Rebecca Baker - Mrs. Gale Weatherford H. E. McCandliss - Ralph Lennis, Jr. 
Baker child - Lanny Weatherford W. J. Alford - Rodney Dadds 


Rev. Edward Scofield - Thomas Marvel B. O. Haugh - Harry Hineman 
Parishioner - Mrs. George S. Taggart S. H. Stanton - George Slater 
Parishioner - Mrs. Willard Hawkins Herman J. Stein - Kenneth Young 


Parishioner - Mrs. Eugene Hess W. N. Hopkins - Weldon N. Waldo 
Parishioner - Mrs. Morris Green Parishioner - Mrs. Maurice Lupton 
Parishioner - Mrs. Rodney Dadds Child Parishioner - Diana Lupton 
Parishioner - Maurice Lupton Dr. B. F. Brundage - George Surbaugh 
Parishioner - Robert Johnson Mrs. E. B. Goodykoontz - Mrs. Robert Perry 


MESSAGES FROM PASTORS: 
A message from the Reverend B. F. Brundage, D, D. (1912-1921) 
The Reverend Frank K. Baker, D. D. (1921-1942) 
The Reverend George S. Taggart (1942- ) 


PRESENTATION OF THE HISTORICAL BOOK: ..........0cccccceee Robert Beck 
BENEDICTION: 
ORGAN POSTEUBESH Bourret veciih.. teers. WAR. cc. cee caeet Handel 


Reception 
In the Church Basement featuring an “Historical Display”. The book on the 


history of the church will be made available to the members and friends of the 
church. 


Saturday Loening, September 15, 1951 
Centennial Dinner 


BY. MLC. A. 6:15 PH. A. 


The Reverend George S. Taggart, Presiding 


DOXOLOGY 
TN VOCATION iene 19k, The Reverend Frank K. Baker, D. D. 
MENU 
Roast Beef 
Scalloped Potatoes Green Beans 
Cole Slaw | 
Rolls Dessert Coffee 


INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: 


Moderator of Presbytery, Reverand Ray J, Walther 

Executive Secretary of Synod, Reverend Roy E. Mueller, D. D. 
Director of Education of Synod, Reverend E. Stanley Kreidler, D. D. 
President, Anderson Ministerial Association, Reverend Eldon M. Petry 
Candidate for the Ministery, John C. Matthew 


SPECIAL (MUSIGs Bee ieicciccsscsdes ace Instrumental Trio 
Velma Clarke, Piano 
Eugenia Miley Fosnot, Violin 
Ruth Richardson Harvey, Cello 


REPORT ON THE CENTENNIAL FUND... Frank K. Zoll 
TEE REPL WONT BA (ORE EL ST CRO BaP ICC g tee Coates MPR eR RIAA ha) Instrumental Trio 


ADDRESS “GREAT ACHIEVEMENT AND GREATER EXPECTATION” 
The Reverend Charles Tudor Leber, D. D. 
Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 


PARTING SONG __Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love: 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 


Sunday Morning, | September 16, 1951 
@®rder of Worship 


"When you enter the church offer a prayer for yourself, the ministry 
and all who worship here. Prepare yourself for worship through silence’. 


ORGAN PRELUDE: Festival Prelude on “Ein’ Feste Burg” .......... Wm Faulkes 
SILENT PRAYER-ORGAN-CHIMES: 


*PROCESSIONAL HYMN: No. 371, (Music, 372) “Lead on, O King Eternal” 
Note: The congregation will stand and join in the singing of this hymn 


*THE INVOCATION 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 


THE RESPONSIVEJREADINGS 0.5 scraten dene terme as tears eee oe Selection No. 64 


DOUBLE QUARTET: “Love Divine” (Welsh Chorale) ............ Prichard- Jones 

THE#@#8CRIPBURE “LESSON 8 i... 5650: cs teenies obesgaeey Moet Hebrews 1:1-2:1 
Read by John C. Matthew 

ANTHEMS OPW orshipttiie ain oe tee aaa .. Maunder 


THE PASTORAL PRAYER and RESPONSE: 
*HYMN: No. 401, “Rise up, O men of God!”, all four stanzas 


OFFERTORY-DOUBLEQUARTET: ‘“Fearken Unto Me” .. Frederick Stevenson 
(Soprano Solo, Violin Obligato) 


THE SERMON:  #£‘““THE ONLY DAYS WE HAVE” | Dr. Leber 
PRAYER AND BENEDICTION: 

A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER: 

ORGAN POSTLUDE: “Triumphal March” ........ itiicatiae « DRaaee Dudley Buck 


*The congregation will arise for this part of our worship. 
**T ate comers will be seated at these times during the service. 


MINISTRY OF MUSIC 


Mary Ruth Palmer, Soprano Ross Wise, Tenor 
Mona Hoffman, Soprano Charles Ehle, Tenor 
Jean McArt, Contralto Paul Wykoff, Baritone 
Christine Michel, Contralto. A. S. McArt, Baritone 
Eugenia Miley Fosnot, Violin The Youth Choir 


Mrs. Sherman Harlan, Organist and Director 


MEMORIAL FLOWERS 


The memorial flowers in our Sanctuary today have been placed here by Mrs. W..W. 
Atherton, Miss Bess Goodykoontz, and Mr. and Mrs. Mark Matthew. They are in 
memory of the ATHERTON, the HAZLETT, and the MATTHEW families who 
were among the founding families of the church and these their descendants are 
still among the membership of our congregation. 
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